Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, and members of the Senate
General Government committee, thank you for allowing me to
present sponsor testimony for SB 333: to establish the Statewide
Youth Council.

The idea behind creating a youth council is pretty simple: we make
policies and decisions right here in the Statehouse that affect
millions of young people throughout our state, often with minimal
direct input from the youth that these policies will affect. To fix this
issue we can create a body within the governor’s office to advise the
governor and General Assembly on key policies.

As the bill is currently written the Council would consist of 20 high
school students from across the state appointed by the Governor to
serve 2-year terms. Youth council members would be tasked with
legislative advocacy- both reviewing current legislation and
considering prospective legislation. Meetings for the council would
be primarily virtual to accommodate members from across the
state.

Not only would we benefit as legislators from more constituent
input, but implementing a youth council would also give high
schoolers a chance to foster their leadership skills and advocate for
their respective communities.

Many other states have developed a statewide youth council led by
youth including Arizona, lowa, North Carolina, Maine, Maryland,
Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
Vermont, and Washington, while many other states have some
variations of city or regional youth councils.



Since introducing this bill, | have already had several high schoolers
reach out expressing interest in the bill and the potential to take part
in a statewide youth council.

Lastly, | would like to say that | am open to input from the committee
on ways to improve this bill and to make this idea a success. Youth
civic engagement is critically important to the future success of our
state.

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, and members of the Senate
General Government committee, thank you again for allowing me to
present sponsor testimony for SB 333, and I’'d be happy to answer
any questions at this time.



