
   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

May 20, 2026 
 

Senate General Government Committee 

Senate Bill 392 Sponsor Testimony 
 

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear and members 

of the Senate General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to 

provide sponsor testimony on Senate Bill 392, the Freedom to Carry Act. 

 

SB 392 is designed to empower gun owners by restoring their right to carry their 

chosen, legally owned self-defense tools without unnecessary governmental red 

tape. 

 

As you’re aware, Ohio took a significant step forward in 2022 when Governor 

DeWine signed permitless carry into law. While I endorsed that effort, it did not go 

far enough to fully secure the rights of gun owners. This new legislation addresses 

the gaps left behind, responding to the demands of Ohioans who want robust, fully 

rounded Constitutional Carry law. 

 

Ohio’s carry laws need an update to reflect a simple principle: any weapon legally 

owned and possessed should be available for the self-defense of the citizenry. 

Ohioans should be the ones to decide how best to protect themselves and their 

families—not government. 

 

Currently, Ohio law limits permitless concealed carry to handguns alone, even 

though many other states allow a broader range of legal self-defense tools to be 

carried. This bill corrects that by replacing the existing Concealed Handgun 

License (CHL) with a Concealed Weapons License (CWL). It extends the same 

freedom to permitless carry while preserving the option for individuals to obtain a 
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permit if they prefer. Additionally, this legislation overhauls Ohio’s outdated 

firearm transportation rules.  

 

Today, gun owners face confusing and overly restrictive requirements, like 

keeping unloaded long guns and ammunition in separate vehicle compartments that 

make it impractical to access their weapons efficiently in an emergency. Under 

current law, Ohioans can legally carry a loaded handgun in their vehicle, however, 

this authority does not extend to any other legally owned and possessed weapons.  

 

From a practical standpoint, it does not make sense that law-abiding citizens are 

prohibited from being in the same vicinity as their legally owned long gun, while 

traveling in their vehicle. Whether it’s a farmer going from one property to 

another, individuals traveling to and from the shooting range, or simply Ohioans 

utilizing hunting privileges, they should not be punished for exercising their 

Second Amendment rights. This bill restores that constitutional freedom. 

 

Our constituents who obey the law should not face obstacles when exercising their 

constitutional right to carry or transport their firearms. The Ohio Freedom to Carry 

Act champions the rights of law-abiding citizens to carry and transport their legal 

self-defense tools without exhaustive governmental overreach. 

 

Chairwoman Roegner, and members of the committee, thank you again for the 

opportunity to testify on SB 392. I will not turn it over to my Joint Sponsor, 

Senator Johnson. 


