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Senate General Government Committee
Senate Joint Resolution 10

Chair Roegner and Ranking Member Blackshear,

Senate Joint Resolution 10 is a simple proposal that would give our citizens an opportunity to protect
the foundation of our democracy: free and fair elections. SJR 10, if adopted, would put the following
straightforward question before the voters—should Ohio’s elections be secured by government-issued
photo ID requirements? I believe the answer to this question is a resounding yes.

This is because voter photo-ID requirements ensure that we have confidence in our elections. These
requirements ensure that we know the person at the polls is who they say they are and that they aren’t
impersonating others and stealing those individuals’ right to vote. Prior to the leadership of my joint
sponsor, Senator Gavarone, a person could vote by showing nothing more than a utility bill. That
simply isn’t good enough—especially in today’s times, where Al can generate believable utility bills in
just seconds. And that is why ensuring this protection in the Constitution is so important.

We must never go back to the times where a random slip of paper without any governmental review or
endorsement is enough to vote.

And unfortunately, we have seen states without constitutional requirements repeal their voter photo-1D
laws, including both Hawaii and Virginia. We must be able to have faith in our elections. We must
keep our levels of voter fraud low. Every Ohioan needs to know that the election process is fair and
accurate—and at least as secure as the process of checking into a hotel.

Moreover, it is clear that an overwhelming majority of Americans would answer this question in the
affirmative. Just before Ohio put its current statutory voter photo-ID requirement in place, Monmouth
University conducted a poll and found that 4 of 5 Americans supported voter photo-ID requirements—
that’s 80% of the population. And a poll from just last year conducted by the Pew Research Center



https://www.monmouth.edu/polling-institute/reports/monmouthpoll_us_062121/?_cldee=JgdOIGg6Zo4B3V0PDr2tFnI2-i9Bz2TxXS8bTGTycujEP2RxW9k_jgpvtskPt0auO1OeeR90bu8As9SY1q7IvQ&recipientid=contact-108cc7900465e81189f4000c2917ee57-d894c428ed3647e8abe19d5b865b8dee&utm_source=ClickDimensions&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SD%2002%20-%20Gavarone&esid=36f11f31-bbb5-ec11-a979-005056a52bcd
https://www.pewresearch.org/politics/2025/08/22/majority-of-americans-continue-to-back-expanded-early-voting-voting-by-mail-voter-id/

found that support is still strong for the issue, and is in fact growing, with 83% of Americans
supporting voter photo-ID requirements.

The consistent refrain from the small minority that opposes this commonsense requirement is that this
will be too costly for individuals with low or no income or will somehow suppress the vote. These
arguments could not be farther from the truth. For one, Ohio law already allows individuals to obtain
or renew their state identification cards at no cost for any individual old enough to vote, including
allowing individuals to obtain replacement cards at no cost when they change their name.

And as for voter turnout, Ohio’s most recent election was the gubernatorial primary just a few weeks
ago. In the last two gubernatorial primaries, 2018 and 2022, turnout was 20.8% and 21%, respectively.
But, in this 2026 gubernatorial primary—the first with voter photo-ID requirements in place—voter
turnout was remarkably consistent, with a 22.6% turnout rate. No voice, no vote is suppressed, but
importantly, the voices clamoring for an improved elections process are heard and respected.

In short, SJR 10 gives voters a simple, popular, and proven way to ensure voter confidence. By
allowing the voters to place voter photo-ID requirements in the Constitution, we will ensure the long-
term security of our elections, while maintaining accessibility to the ballot box. I urge your support of
this Resolution and your faith in the citizens of this state by allowing them the choice to vote on this
important elections-integrity matter.

Thank you for your time. I am happy to answer any questions the committee may have.




