
 
 

   
 

Testimony of Paul Lagemann 
State Advocacy Manager, Heritage Action 

  
Submitted to the Ohio State Senate, General Government Committee 

Proponent: SJR 10 
June, 01, 2026 

 
Chairman Roegner and Members of the Committee,   

Thank you for the opportunity to address the committee. My name is Paul Lagemann and I am the 
State Advocacy Manager for Heritage Action.  I am here to today to testify in support of Senate Joint 
Resolution 10. 

Elections are the bedrock of our republic, and voter confidence in their integrity is critical. Ohio has 
taken important steps in recent years to ensure both the identity and citizenship of voters. SJR 10 
takes Ohio’s existing photo ID requirement from statutory to constitutional law, helping to ensure 
that these requirements stand the test of time and state court scrutiny.  This bill also still allows for 
a provisional ballot to be cast with a deadline for providing a photo ID before that ballot may be 
counted, just as the existing statutory law requires. 

A Pew Research Poll from August 20251 found that 83% of American adults support requiring all 
voters to show government-issued photo identification to vote, with a partisan breakdown of 95% 
Republicans in favor and 71% of Democrats supporting. Americans understand that showing a 
photo ID is a simple way to confirm that someone is who he or she says they are, whether that’s 
boarding an airplane, buying a pack of beer, or checking in at a hotel. Twenty-four states, including 
Ohio, currently require a photo ID to vote. This is not a departure from current law or requirements; 
it is an elevated testament to the importance protecting the integrity of Buckeye elections. 

The right to vote is one of the most sacred privileges of American citizenship. The integrity of our 
elections is central to public trust in the government and faith in the future of the Republic. 
February 2026 polling2 conducted by Heritage Action in Ohio found 74% of all voters agreed that 
clear verification requirements discourage fraud before it happens. Placing the voter ID 
requirement into Ohio’s State Constitution makes sense to voters of all affiliations. We urge you to 
vote yes on Senate Joint Resolution 10 to secure Ohio elections for future generations. 

 

 
https://www.pewresearch.org/wp-content/uploads/sites/20/2025/08/PP_2025.8.22_voting-
policy_report.pdf 
2 https://cdn.heritageaction.com/production/assets/SAVE_America_Act_poll_Ohio_2-19-20261.pdf 


