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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate General 
Government Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit testimony in support of Senate Joint Resolution 10. 

I appreciate Senator Gavarone and Senator Timken for introducing this proposal. S.J.R. 10 asks a simple 
and important question: should Ohio’s voter-identification requirement be protected in the Ohio 
Constitution? Heartland Impact believes the answer is yes. 

The Buckeye State already has a strong voter-ID law. Voters who cast a ballot in person are required to 
present valid, unexpired photo identification. Acceptable forms of identification include an Ohio driver’s 
license or state ID, a U.S. passport or passport card, certain military IDs, Ohio National Guard identification, 
and identification issued by the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. The law also contains reasonable 
protections for voters who do not have ID with them at the time they vote. Those voters may cast a 
provisional ballot and provide identification by the deadline set in law. The law also recognizes sincere 
religious objections to being photographed. 

That is a fair system; it sets a clear rule, applies it statewide, and gives voters a way to correct the issue if 
they arrive at the polls without identification. It is not burdensome to ask a voter to verify his or her identity 
before casting a ballot. Ohioans are regularly asked to show identification in many ordinary parts of life. The 
act of voting is far more important than most of those transactions. 

The current law should be supported because it strengthens confidence in elections. Election integrity is not 
only about whether fraud can be proven after the fact. It is also about whether voters believe the system is 
secure, consistent, and worthy of trust. Clear voter-ID rules help provide that confidence. They tell every 
voter that the same basic standard applies to everyone. 

Ohio voters agree. A 2024 Democracy Defense Project poll of Ohio likely voters found that 87 percent 
supported requiring voter identification “to make sure only American citizens can vote and they only vote 
one time,” while only 10 percent opposed. S.J.R. 10 is consistent with that strong public consensus and 
would give Ohio voters the opportunity to place this widely supported election-integrity safeguard directly 
into their Constitution. 



   

 

Importantly, S.J.R. 10 does not represent a rewrite of Ohio election law. The Legislative Service 
Commission has noted that the proposal would not require changes to Ohio’s current voter-ID statutes. 
That is precisely the point. This resolution is about preserving a policy that is already in place and already 
working. 

There is a real benefit to placing this protection in the Constitution. Statutes can be changed by a future 
legislature. A constitutional provision cannot be changed so easily. If Ohioans believe voter ID is a basic 
safeguard for secure elections, they should have the opportunity to say so directly and make that safeguard 
more permanent. 

That is appropriate here because election rules should not swing back and forth depending on short-term 
political control. Voters, candidates, campaigns, and election officials all benefit from clear and stable rules. 
Constitutional protection would ensure that Ohio’s voter-ID requirement remains a durable part of the 
state’s election system unless the people themselves decide otherwise. 

S.J.R. 10 also leaves flexibility where it is needed. The General Assembly would still be able to authorize 
additional forms of photo identification. The existing exceptions for provisional ballots and religious 
objections would remain. The proposal does not eliminate voter access. It protects voter ID as a baseline 
requirement for election integrity. 

Heartland Impact supports S.J.R. 10 because secure elections are necessary to representative 
government. Every lawful voter should be able to cast a ballot. Every lawful ballot should be counted. And 
every Ohioan should have confidence that the person casting a ballot is the person legally entitled to cast it. 

S.J.R. 10 protects a commonsense law, reflects the views of Ohio voters, and gives the people of Ohio the 
final say on whether voter ID belongs in their Constitution. 

Heartland Impact respectfully urges the committee to support Senate Joint Resolution 10. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


