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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, thank you for this opportunity to testify. My name 
is Catherine Turcer and I am Common Cause Ohio’s executive director. I’m here today to 
provide interested party testimony on Senate Joint Resolution 10. 

Common Cause focuses on strengthening public participation in our democracy, ensuring 
every eligible voter can cast a ballot, and transparent and accountable government. I am 
here today representing more than 35,000 members and supporters from across the state. 

The rules for voting should be established in Ohio law and by directives of the Ohio 
Secretary of State. Election administration is extremely complicated, and it is unnecessary 
to put voter identification for one method of voting into the Ohio Constitution.  

It’s clear that you want to move quickly to put this on the November ballot. The Ohio 
General Assembly can move swiftly but there are many other urgent issues that need your 
attention. Voter identification for in-person voting on Election Day is already required by 
law. This is an empty gesture that may make some voters feel like they are standing up for 
their rights, but voter rights are already embedded in the US Constitution and the Ohio 
Constitution. Voter identification is part of election administration and should be 
established in law with details in the Secretary of State’s directives, Election Official 
Manuals, and Election Plans created by the 88 county boards of elections.  

All the many ways that we ensure that votes are properly counted are not included in this 
resolution because they should be in the Ohio Revised Code. It simply doesn’t make sense 
to focus on voter ID on Election Day in isolation.  Ohio law permits voters who are 
struggling to obtain state ID without paying a fee.  This resolution does not. 

 



I urge you to turn your attention to the Ohio Revised Code. If you are considering legislation 
to improve elections, I recommend incorporating automatic voter registration at the point 
of the Bureau of Motor Vehicle (BMV) transaction.  

With Senate Bill 293 taking effect in March, the BMV is now recognized as the go-to 
benchmark agency against which the Secretary of State and county Boards of Elections 
validate Ohio registration credentials. Since Ohio has already had three years to 
incorporate valid photo ID requirements into practice, the BMV is already an expert 
agency.  All that is missing is an automatic check for voter registration if all necessary 
credentials are provided. Rather than potentially trap, fine, and prosecute otherwise 
eligible Ohioans due to clerical mistakes and agency mismatch nomenclature, consider 
automatic opt-in at the point of transaction. This simple, automated step would save 
taxpayers millions of dollars of unnecessary legal investigation, enforcement and back-
and-forth confusion at all levels of government. 

I urge you to focus on election administration as part of the legislative process.  

 

Thank you for your time.  

 
 
 
 
 


