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dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ƚŚĞ�ŽƉƉŽƌƚƵŶŝƚǇ�ƚŽ�ƚĞƐƟĨǇ�ŽŶ�Sub. SJR 10 ͘ ��/�Ăŵ�t ŝůůŝĂŵ�̂ ĐŚƵĐŬ͕�Ă��ŽůƵŵďƵƐ�ƌĞƐŝĚĞŶƚ͕ �ƚĞƐƟĨǇŝŶŐ�ĂƐ�
a proponent. dŚĞ�ǀ ŝĞǁ Ɛ�ĞǆƉƌĞƐƐĞĚ�ĂƌĞ�ŽŶ�ďĞŚĂůĨ�ŽĨ�ŵǇƐĞůĨ�ĂƐ�Ă�ĐŝƟǌĞŶ, and aren't compensated.

Public confidence in ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ requireƐ�ǀ ĞƌŝĨǇŝŶŐ�ƚŚĞ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇof voters. This was recognized more than twenty
ǇĞĂƌƐ�ĂŐŽ�ďǇ�ƚǁ Ž�ŶĂƟŽŶĂů�ďŝ-ƉĂƌƟƐĂŶ�ĐŽŵŵŝƐƐŝŽŶƐ�ŽŶ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶ�ƌĞĨŽƌŵ�;To Assure Pride and Confidence in the 
Electoral Process (2001) and �ƵŝůĚŝŶŐ��ŽŶĮ ĚĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�h ͘ ^͘ ��ůĞĐƟŽŶƐ (2005)) and by bi-ƉĂƌƟƐĂŶ��ŽŶŐƌĞƐƐŝŽŶĂů�
approval of the Help America Vote Act.

VerifiĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ǀ ŽƚĞƌΖƐ�ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ�ǁ ŝƚŚ photo ID ŝƐ�Ğī ĞĐƟǀ Ğ�ĂŶĚ�ƉƌĂĐƟĐĂů. Approximately 80% of the public support
this common-sense law. A ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶal amendment makes it ƌĞůĂƟǀ ĞůǇpermanent.

This policy applŝĞƐ�ĞƋƵĂůůǇ�ƚŽ�Ăůů�ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ�ŽĨ�ǀ ŽƟŶŐ�(in-person, mail, online, fax, etc.). Sub. SJR 10 improves the
ŽƌŝŐŝŶĂů�ƌĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĂƚ�ŝƚ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞƐ�ǀ ŽƚĞƌ�ŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĨŽƌ�ǀ ŽƟŶŐ�ŵĞƚŚŽĚƐ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�ƚŚĂŶ�ŝŶ-ƉĞƌƐŽŶ�ǀ ŽƟŶŐ, but it's
deficient in how this is done.   

Lines 41-47 permit a future General Assembly to authorize the use of any numeric or alphanumeric code for
ǀ ŽƟŶŐ�ƉƵƌƉŽƐĞƐ͕ �ǁ ŚĞƚŚĞƌ�Žƌ�ŶŽƚ�ŝƚ�ŝŶĚŝĐĂƚĞƐ/links to h ͘ ^͘ �ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ�Žƌ�ŚĂƐ�ƚŚĞ�ƌĞůŝĂďŝůŝƚǇ�ŽĨ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�/��ƐƉĞĐŝĮ ĞĚ�ŝŶ�
lines 29-40 (DL/state ID card, passport/passport card, military ID).

Tens of millions of social security numbers have been stolen, falsified, or given to non-ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͘ ���ĂƌƚĞůƐ�ĂŶĚ�ŽƚŚĞƌ�
criminal ŽƌŐĂŶŝǌĂƟŽŶƐ�operate fraudulent social security card rings. dŚĞ�ƉƌĞǀ ŝŽƵƐ�ĨĞĚĞƌĂů�ĂĚŵŝŶŝƐƚƌĂƟŽŶ�ŐĂǀ Ğ�
ŝĚĞŶƟĮ ĐĂƟŽŶ�ĚŽĐƵŵĞŶƚƐ�ƚŽ�ŵŝůůŝŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ŶŽŶ-ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐ͕ �and obstructed use of federal databases to verify voter
ŝĚĞŶƟƚǇ͘��

The meaning of "truncated version of a descriptor" (line 46) isn't clear. t ŚĂƚ�ƉŽƌƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ŝŶĨŽƌŵĂƟŽŶ�ŽŶ�Ă�Ěƌŝǀ ĞƌΖƐ�
license/state ID card is sufficient – name, address, ďŝƌƚŚĚĂƚĞ͕�ƐŝŐŶĂƚƵƌĞ͕�ĐŝƟǌĞŶƐŚŝƉ͕ �ĐĂƌĚ�ŶƵŵďĞƌ͕�ƐŽŵĞ�
ĐŽŵďŝŶĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞƐĞ͍ ��, Žǁ �are courts to determine the scope of lines 46-47? This ambiguity invites evasion
ĂŶĚ�ůŝƟŐĂƟŽŶ͘ ��

dŚĞ�ƐŝŵƉůĞ�ƐŽůƵƟŽŶ�ŝƐ�ƚŽ�ƌĞƋƵŝƌĞ�electors who don't vote in-person to submit a photocopy of photo ID with their
ballot. This imposes no undue burden:
 Ohio provides free state ID cards, free copies of state ID cards, and free photocopies of photo ID;
 ���D s �ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�a shut-in who wishes to get a driver's license or state ID card;
 �ŽĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�ĞůĞĐƟŽŶƐ�ĞŵƉůŽǇĞĞƐ�ǁ ŝůů�ĐŽŵĞ�ƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�ůŽĐĂƟŽŶ�ŽĨ�Ă�ƐŚƵƚ-in voter who can't get to the polls;
 Hospitalized or incarcerated electors can vote absentee;
 ��ƉŚŽƚŽĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�/��ĐĂŶ�ďĞ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ƐĂŵĞ�ŵĞĂŶƐ�ĂƐ�Ă�ďĂůůŽƚ͖ �
 IĨ�Ă�ƉŚŽƚŽĐŽƉǇ�ŽĨ�ƉŚŽƚŽ�/��ŝƐŶΖƚ�ƐƵďŵŝƩĞĚ�ǁ ŝƚŚ�Ă�ďĂůůŽƚ͕ �ƚƌĞĂƚ�ƚŚĞ�ďĂůůŽƚ�as provisional and allow the voter to

submit photo ID or a photocopy of photo ID in order for the ballot to be counted.

Will it be OK if loopholes in Sub. SJR 10 aren't fixed?  Should we trust that no future General Assembly will enact 
ůĂǁ Ɛ�ƚŽ�ĐŝƌĐƵŵǀ ĞŶƚ�ƚŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶĂů�amendment, or that courts will get it "just right"? ZĞƐƉĞĐƞƵůůǇ͕�ŶŽ͘

Not a few legislators dislike voter ID, voted against it, and would like to curtail it. A future General Assembly
could seek to weaken voter ID requirements. It's hard to predict what courts might do with lines 46-47.

Heed the counsel of Thomas Jefferson: Η/Ŷ�ƋƵĞƐƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƉŽǁ Ğƌ͕�ƚŚĞŶ͕ �ůĞƚ�ŶŽ�ŵŽƌĞ�ďĞ�ŚĞĂƌĚ�ŽĨ�ĐŽŶĮ ĚĞŶĐĞ�ŝŶ�ŵĂŶ͕ �
ďƵƚ�ďŝŶĚ�Śŝŵ�ĚŽǁ Ŷ�ĨƌŽŵ�ŵŝƐĐŚŝĞĨ�ďǇ�ƚŚĞ�ĐŚĂŝŶƐ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞ��ŽŶƐƟƚƵƟŽŶΗ�;ĚƌĂŌ�ŽĨ�<ĞŶƚƵĐŬǇ�ZĞƐŽůƵƟŽŶƐ�ŽĨ�ϭϳ ϵϴͿ͘ �To
truly take this advice, close the loopholes in Sub SJR 10.

dŚŝƐ�ĐŽŶĐůƵĚĞƐ�ŵǇ�ƚĞƐƟŵŽŶǇ͘��dŚĂŶŬ�ǇŽƵ�ĨŽƌ�ǇŽƵƌ�ĂƩĞŶƟŽŶ͘ ��
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