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State Representative Christine Cockley
Ohio House District 6

Thank you, Representative Salvo.

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, and Ranking Member Blackshear, thank you for the opportunity to
provide sponsor testimony on HB 472.

I appreciate that House Bill 472 both addresses immediate challenges and presents a practical solution, as
described by my joint-sponsor.

In addition to helping individuals obtain replacement documents, the bill allows homeless shelters and nonprofit
agencies that provide case management services, with the individual’s consent, to securely maintain physical or
digital copies of certain documents. Participation is entirely voluntary, individuals retain access to those records,
and they may request their return or destruction at any time. HB 472 also requires safeguards to protect privacy
and ensure appropriate access.

Many individuals experiencing homelessness are actively working toward stability, but after losing housing they
may also lose the documents necessary to move forward. Sometimes barriers that seem small to many are
instead overwhelming when someone has lost nearly everything.

I also want to highlight and uplift that this legislation includes annual reporting requirements so the General
Assembly can monitor utilization and better understand the impact of the program over time.

These are modest tools, but they can make a meaningful difference for someone trying to regain stability.
This is a bipartisan, commonsense bill focused on removing barriers and helping people move toward greater
independence and self-sufficiency.

I appreciate the opportunity to partner with Representative Salvo on this legislation, and we respectfully ask for
the committee’s favorable consideration of House Bill 472.

Thank you, and we would be happy to answer any questions.
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