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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate
General Government committee, thank you for the opportunity to provide sponsor testimony on
House Bill 472.

House Bill 472 is a bipartisan measure focused on removing practical barriers that prevent
Ohioans experiencing homelessness from returning to work, obtaining housing, and moving
toward self-sufficiency.

One of the greatest challenges individuals experiencing homelessness face is the loss or lack of
essential identity documents. Without these documents, many Ohioans find themselves trapped
in a cycle that becomes increasingly difficult to escape.

House Bill 472 addresses that challenge by helping individuals obtain the documentation
necessary to move forward.

These documents are often necessary to establish identity, obtain employment, and secure stable
housing. They are foundational tools for self-sufficiency.

For many individuals, obtaining a birth certificate is the first step in rebuilding their identity.
That document can then be used to obtain a state identification card, which may be necessary to
obtain or replace other records and complete employment paperwork. Each missing document
creates another delay, and each delay prolongs the path toward stability.

Employers require proof of identity. Housing providers often require documentation to execute
lease agreements. Without employment, individuals cannot save for security deposits, rent, or
other expenses associated with permanent housing.

Because the cost of replacing these documents is relatively small compared with the public cost
of extended shelter stays, helping individuals obtain them more quickly can help shorten the path
toward employment and permanent housing. Even avoiding a single additional day in emergency
shelter can offset the public cost associated with replacing these documents.
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House Bill 472 is about removing barriers that stand between individuals and self-sufficiency.
Sometimes the smallest barriers create the biggest obstacles.

Before someone can return to work, sign a lease, or rebuild a life, they first have to prove who
they are.

At this time, I’d like to turn it over to my joint sponsor, Representative Cockley.

Sincerely,
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Representative Jodi Salvo
The Ohio House of Representatives
51% District



