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Opponent Testimony on Substitute HB 472

Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Senate General Government
Committee,

My name is Kayla Davis & I am the Executive Director of A Step in the Right Direction and I
am submitting opponent testimony regarding the substitute version of House Bill 472.

As someone who works closely with individuals and families experiencing homelessness and
housing instability, [ am deeply concerned about the changes being made to this legislation. The
original bill focused on addressing barriers faced by some of Ohio's most vulnerable residents
and creating pathways toward stability and support. Unfortunately, the substitute bill shifts the
focus away from those goals and introduces provisions that could create additional barriers to
civic participation.

Individuals experiencing homelessness already face significant challenges obtaining and
maintaining identification documents. Lost documents, lack of secure storage, transportation
barriers, financial hardship, and frequent moves can make obtaining a photo ID difficult.
Requiring photo identification for absentee voting will disproportionately affect people already
struggling to access housing, healthcare, employment, and other essential services.

Voting is a fundamental right. Policies that make participation more difficult for vulnerable
populations should not be attached to legislation intended to support those same populations. The
purpose of HB 472 should remain focused on helping Ohioans experiencing homelessness access
stability, resources, and opportunities—not creating new obstacles to exercising their
constitutional rights.

Every day, I see the resilience of individuals and families working to overcome difficult
circumstances. They deserve legislation that supports their success and dignity. I respectfully ask
the committee to reject the substitute bill and preserve the original intent of HB 472.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Respectfully,

Kayla Davis
Executive Director
A Step in the Right Direction

Our mission is to help inspire, grow and strengthen underserved A Step in the Right Direction
communities in the Central Ohio area. srd__organization



