
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 

Senate General Government Committee, 

 

My name is Brandi Braker. I am a Franklin County poll worker, in the most recent primary 

election, I served as a machine judge at LID #1069. I am passionate about the right Ohioans have to 

access free and fair elections.  

 

Being directly involved in upholding the integrity of the election process here in Ohio has 

enhanced my confidence that election fraud would be quite difficult to achieve due to the many 

protective measures we as poll workers must take throughout the process. In addition to the rigid 

requirements and documentation necessary, every act must be completed by a bipartisan team. For 

this reason and many others, I am strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. 

 

In its original form, HB 472 was a good bill, it sought to break down barriers that unhoused 

Ohioans faced when trying to obtain copies of their birth certificate or to get an ID. Both documents 

of high importance when attempting to secure housing or apply for jobs. Unfortunately, members of 

this body have taken a bill, meant to remove barriers for Ohioans facing challenges that they 

themselves will never experience, to instead make it more challenging for many Ohio voters to have 

their voices heard. 

 

In its current form, HB 472 is voter suppression. The changes being made would 

significantly impact mail-in voting and make it far more challenging or even impossible for many 

Ohio voices to be heard at the polls. Every vote matters in every election; this includes: disabled 



voters, military voters who are stationed away from home, students being educated at out of state 

universities, and all others for whom in person voting is not accessible.  

 

Mail-in ballots in Ohio are already required to include an acceptable form of ID: either a 

drivers license number, last four digits of a social security number, or a copy of ID, per the 

information currently available on the Ohio Secretary of State webpage. If the true intention of this 

bill is to protect the integrity of voting, its intention and its impact will not align. This bill in its 

current form is an insult to Ohio voters and must be stopped. 

 

Ohio voters and the morality of the role you have been elected to serve in deserve your 

respect. Do not let HB 472 pass in its current form. Restore the original intent of this piece of 

legislation and allow it to truly support Ohio voters.  


