
Subject: Opposition to Substitute HB 472 – Photo ID Requirement for Mail-In Ballots 

Dear Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and Members of 
the Senate General Government Committee: 

My name is Melissa Callahan. I have lived in Ohio most of my life and now reside in 
suburban Cleveland. I am writing to express my strong opposition to the proposed changes 
in the substitute version of House Bill 472. 

Specifically, I object to the new provision requiring voters to include a physical photocopy 
of their photo identification with their mail-in ballots. This requirement is unnecessary, 
counterproductive, and places an unfair burden on Ohio voters. 

If this bill is passed, Ohioans will be forced to navigate several practical hurdles just to 
exercise their right to vote: 

• Access to Technology: Voters will have to find a functioning scanner or copier, 
which is particularly difficult for those in rural areas or without personal home office 
equipment. 

• Technical Barriers: Voters—especially senior citizens—will be forced to learn how 
to operate unfamiliar scanning technology. 

• Financial Burden: Many citizens will be required to pay retail printing costs simply 
to obtain a photocopy of their ID. 

• Security and Privacy Concerns: Voters must trust the postal system with highly 
sensitive, personally identifiable information, risking identity theft by mailing 
physical copies of their photo IDs. 

Furthermore, state leadership has repeatedly characterized Ohio’s elections as the "gold 
standard" for integrity. Security measures are already in place to thoroughly vet absentee 
ballot applications. Adding a photocopy requirement does not solve a proven vulnerability, 
as there is no evidence of widespread voter ID fraud in Ohio's mail-in voting system. 

Additionally, this requirement serves no logical security purpose. Because election officials 
cannot compare a photocopy to a live voter standing in front of them, the measure does 
not enhance verification beyond the signature and personal identification data already 
required. 

Our current system works, and our election security is robust. Rather than imposing costly 
and inefficient administrative obstacles on voters who follow the rules, I urge this 
committee to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. 



I ask that you do not allow the substitute version of HB 472 to pass out of this committee. 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Melissa Callahan, PhD 
38180 Windy Hill Lane 
Solon, OH 44139 
callahanmk@gmail.com 

 


