
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate 
General Government Committee: 

Thank you for the opportunity to submit opponent testimony regarding the substitute version of 
HB 472. 

My name is Lindsey Wyckoff, and I am a resident of North Canton, Ohio. I respectfully urge the 
committee to reject HB 472 or, at a minimum, delay further consideration until legislators and 
the public have adequate time to review and understand the proposal. 

I am deeply concerned by reports that a bipartisan bill originally intended to assist Ohioans 
experiencing homelessness has been substantially altered at the last minute to include 
significant changes to Ohio's absentee voting process. Regardless of one's views on election 
policy, major changes to how Ohioans vote should not be rushed through the legislative process 
without meaningful public notice, stakeholder input, and thorough committee review. 

The substitute bill reportedly spans more than one hundred pages and was made available only 
shortly before committee consideration. Legislators, election officials, advocacy organizations, 
and Ohio voters deserve sufficient time to examine the proposal, understand its implications, 
and provide informed feedback. Public confidence in our elections depends not only on the 
policies enacted but also on the transparency and integrity of the legislative process itself. 

I am also concerned about the potential impact of requiring additional documentation for 
absentee voters. Ohio voters already provide identifying information when requesting and 
returning absentee ballots. Any new requirements should be carefully evaluated to ensure they 
do not create unnecessary barriers for eligible voters, particularly seniors, individuals with 
disabilities, rural residents, military families, survivors participating in address confidentiality 
programs, and others who may face challenges accessing scanners, printers, or other 
technology. 

Election laws should strive to balance security, accessibility, voter privacy, and public 
confidence. Changes of this magnitude deserve thoughtful deliberation rather than expedited 
consideration through a substitute amendment to an unrelated bill. 

At a minimum, I urge this committee to postpone action on HB 472 until the substitute 
language has been publicly available long enough for meaningful review and testimony. 
Ohioans deserve a transparent legislative process and the opportunity to understand how 
proposed changes may affect their ability to participate in our democracy. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. I respectfully ask for a no vote on HB 472 in its 
current form. 

Sincerely, 

Lindsey Wyckoff​
North Canton, Ohio 


