
 1 

TESTIMONY OF ANDREA R. YAGODA OPPOSING  
SUBSTITUE  HOUSE BILL 472  

 
 Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking member Blackshear and 

members of the Senate General Government Committee.  

 My name is Andrea R. Yagoda. I have been a resident of this state for 50+ 

years and oppose Substitute House Bill 472 as it is clearly a voter suppression 

bill which will disenfranchise many Ohioans, but you already know that that since 

this is the precise aim of this Bill.  

 Having received an email at approximately 5:00 PM last night I have not 

had the opportunity to thoroughly review this Bill, which was the intent of this 

body by shoving it onto the docket at the last minute and including it in a bill 

which was allegedly to help the homeless. You should be ashamed but one can 

only feel shame if they have a moral conscience which many of you are lacking. 

 With this Bill, I worry about seniors like my mom, age 88 who had to move 

here and who no longer had her birth certificate and only had her Ketubah 

reflecting her marriage. She registered to vote when she relocated here after my 

father died, able to do with her social security number and date of birth and then 

able to vote by mail with the addition of her signature to confirm it was her.  She 

never had a State ID nor an Ohio drivers license. My mother was in a wheelchair. 

Do you know how much it costs to hire a cab for one in a wheelchair? 

Approximately $100 and they do not wait for you while you are in the BMV 

waiting to get your ID. You have to call when ready to be picked up and you 

could wait hours for that cab to return. And if I was unable to take her to the BMV 

in a cab as I worked for a living we would have had to hire an aide to accompany 
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her and pay the hourly rate for that.  Clearly obtaining a State ID can be 

extremely costly and in many cases impossible. My mother’s situation is not 

uncommon. Chances are my mother would have been unable to vote under this 

Bill. Many seniors in my mother’s assisted living facility did not have family living 

in the state only seeing their family once or twice per year. Who would assist 

them in getting an ID if they no longer drove? 

  The substitute bill does not define “severe medical condition, severe 

disability or infirmity”.1  Does being in a wheelchair meet this definition? I worry 

about all the senior citizens who no longer drive and have difficulty getting to the 

BMV for a State ID. Is age deemed a  “severe medical condition, severe disability 

or infirmity”? Folks living in assisted living facilities or nursing homes do not need 

state IDs in their normal lives and no longer have valid drivers licenses and yet 

they may not be deemed to have a “severe medical condition, disability or 

infirmity”. Then they are required to jump through an additional loop of an 

affirmation claiming they do suffer from a “severe medical condition, infirmity or 

disability” when those terms, are not defined for them in the affirmation, in order 

to request a ballot and then vote. Who then determines whether they do suffer 

from a “severe medical condition, infirmity or disability” and if determined they do 

not meet the standard are they then subjected to an allegation of voter fraud? 

 How can this body justify disenfranchising a whole population of 

constituents? 

 

                                                                    
1 The Bill does define “permanently or irreversibly disabled” which must apply to 
other sections in this Bill  as they do not appear in the vote by mail sections 



 3 

 I worry about the Linden area woman, age 65, widowed I met in 2023 who 

was unaware that she could no longer vote with a utility bill. She had no phone, 

no internet, no computer, no car and her state ID had expired and she was 

advised that she would need all the documentation again which she could not 

locate nor afford. How is she supposed to obtain the documents to obtain a state 

ID and then make a copy to send with her request and/or her ballot? This bill 

would take away her right to vote absentee by mail as she was now forced to do. 

 Do you know how much a birth certificate is in Ohio? $21.50, marriage 

license in Franklin County about $2.00 but every probate court sets their own 

fees. $25.00 may not seem like a lot of money to you but for many that is a 

week’s food budget or helps to keep the heat and electric on. You know what is 

missing in this bill? A way to assist these folks to get the documentation and then 

get a state ID.  No transportation is being provided. No satellite locations for 

Ohioans in rural areas to get an ID. No fund to assist in the cost of documents to 

get an ID. In many counties in this state there is no public transportation and the 

BMV is not close.  Are these the folks you want to disenfranchise?  

 How many of these people may not be deemed suffering from a “severe 

medical condition, severe disability or infirmity”. Are Ohioans with mobility issues 

suffering from “severe medical conditions” What is deemed “severe” ?  Ope mnd 

defines “severe” as used medically as :  

An adjective for grading intensity on a relative scale describing a symptom, 
outcome or event. Note: The term 'severe' is often used to describe the intensity 
(severity) of a specific event (as in mild, moderate, or severe myocardial 
infarction); the event itself, however, may be of relatively minor medical 
significance (such as severe headache). This is not the same as 'serious,' which 
is based on patient/event outcome or action criteria usually associated with 
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events that pose a threat to a patient's life or functioning. Seriousness (not 
severity) serves as a guide for defining regulatory reporting obligations. 
 
 BaluMed defines “severe”  

In the field of medicine, "severe" is a term used to describe a condition, 
symptom, or illness that is extremely serious or intense. It often refers to a health 
issue that is significantly impacting a person's life or well-being. For example, a 
severe headache would be incredibly painful and might prevent someone from 
doing their normal activities. The term "severe" can also indicate that a disease 
or condition has worsened or progressed significantly. 
 
 Which definition would apply under this Bill?  Would merely being unable  
 
to walk satisfy “severe”? Mobility issues? 

 How many Ohioans today have printers, scanners and/or copy machines 

in their homes ?  How many live in close proximity of a copy establishment? How 

many have mobility issues? So many examples of Ohioans who would be 

disenfranchised from requesting a ballot and voting. 

 And of course we have the college students who are eligible to vote here 

but do not have an Ohio state ID or drivers license? Of course, these are the 

voters Republicans want to disenfranchise. 

 And what about Passports? They do not seem to be included in ID to 

request a ballot or vote by mail. 

 In 2024 all 88 county Board of Elections reported 100% accuracy rate for 

the Presidential election; 99.997(.003%) for the Senate and 99.998% (.002%)of 

local races so an overall 99.998% accuracy rate. So doing the math this bill 

would disenfranchise a significantly larger amount of voters than we have seen 

voter fraud.  

 Clearly this is an effort to bolster the base support for the proposed 
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Constitutional Amendment. Why are Republicans so afraid of the voters? What 

use is the photo ID when it is a mail in ballot. What face do you compare it to? 

 Will all the information in the portal or at BOEs , SOS office including a 

video of one’s face or copy of one’s drivers license be sent to the Department of 

Injustice when requested? How confidential will all this information be? How 

safe? 

 In 2024 all 88 county Board of Elections reported 100% accuracy rate for 

the Presidential election; 99.997(.003%) for the Senate and 99.998% (.002%)of 

local races so an overall 99.998% accuracy rate. So doing the math this bill 

would disenfranchise a significantly larger amount of voters than we have seen 

voter fraud. Please Senator Gavarone no one endorses voter fraud but no the 

loss of thousands of eligible voters clearly outweighs one possible fraudulent 

voter slipping between any cracks which in Ohio barely exists. 

 There’s an old saying it if ain’t broken do not try and fix it. Stop raising 

false flags to encourage voters to lose faith in the system and let democracy take 

its course. 

 Vote NO on this voter suppression Bill. 

     Andrea R.Yagoda 

 

 


