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Opponent Testimony for HB 472 - Sub-Bill

Senate General Government Committee

Chairwoman Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the
Committee: Thank you for the opportunity to provide opponent testimony on the sub-bill
amendment to House Bill 472.

Make-A-Day operates mobile outreach and pop-up care villages across Columbus for neighbors
experiencing homelessness. We testified in support of the original HB 472 because it addresses
something we see every single week at our outreach events: people who are ready to move
forward with stability but cannot, because they lack a state ID or a birth certificate. That bill
passed the House 91 to 1. It was genuinely bipartisan, and it was built around a statewide
problem with a practical solution.

The sub-bill amendment adds provisions unrelated to that purpose. HB 472 was written to help
people experiencing homelessness obtain identification. That is what the Committee heard
testimony about. That is what passed the House. The amendment moves the bill away from that
work, and we urge the Committee to keep it focused there.

At our recent pop-up care village, two of the busiest stations were the BMV and the birth
certificate table. One guest arrived without ID, took an Uber to the BMV, got his card, and came
back the same day to complete his expungement. That is the kind of determination we see
constantly. These are not people who are indifferent to moving forward. They are people
working against structural barriers that most of us will never face, and they deserve a bill that
stays focused on removing those barriers.

We urge the Committee to reject the sub-bill amendment and advance HB 472 in its original
form.
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