
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Karen Bratburd. I am retiree living in 
the Cincinnati suburbs, and am writing in opposition to the changes proposed in HB 472. 

I have served as a poll worker in eight elections. In that role, I have seen firsthand how 
seriously Ohioans take their responsibility to vote. People of all backgrounds come to the 
polls because they care about their communities and want their voices to be heard. 

Requiring voters to submit a photocopy of a photo ID with a mail-in ballot application or 
ballot would create an unnecessary barrier to participation. Many Ohioans—especially 
seniors, people with disabilities, and those with limited access to technology—do not have 
a scanner, printer, copier, or the technical knowledge needed to produce and submit a 
copy of their identification. For these voters, the requirement would add cost, 
inconvenience, and confusion to a process that should be straightforward. 

Voting is the foundation of our democracy. Public policy should encourage participation by 
eligible voters, not make voting more difficult. Repeated reviews and audits of Ohio 
elections have found no evidence of widespread voter fraud. Given the rarity of such cases, 
imposing additional requirements on every voter risks disenfranchising legitimate voters 
without providing a meaningful benefit to election security. 

As someone who has worked Ohio elections and witnessed the pride voters take in fulfilling 
their civic duty, I respectfully ask the committee to reject these provisions and refrain from 
advancing HB 472 in its current form. 

Thank you for your time and consideration. 


