
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate 
General Government Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Joseph Kaiser. I am a concerned citizen 
of the State of Ohio, and I am strongly opposed to the changes being made to Sub. H.B. 472. 

Let me be direct about what this bill does. It extends Ohio's existing photo ID requirement — 
which already applies to in-person voting — to absentee and mail-in ballots. Ohioans who vote 
by mail will now be required to submit a copy of their photo ID with their ballot application, and in 
many cases again when returning their voted ballot. This is a double burden placed on a voting 
method that is disproportionately used by elderly voters, voters with disabilities, rural voters, and 
working Ohioans who cannot easily take time off to vote in person. We already know from 
Ohio's own election data that the existing photo ID law produced a sharp rise in rejected 
provisional ballots — from roughly 700 in November 2022 to nearly 4,000 in November 2023, 
and over 34,000 uncounted ballots in the 2024 election alone. Extending that same framework 
to absentee voting will not make Ohio's elections more secure. It will make them less 
accessible. 

The bill also introduces a formal definition of "proof of citizenship" and ties it to the voter 
registration process. This mirrors provisions that courts have repeatedly struck down at the 
federal level as inconsistent with the National Voter Registration Act. Ohio already verifies 
citizenship status through the BMV and the statewide voter registration database. Adding a 
separate documentary proof requirement creates friction that will fall hardest on naturalized 
citizens — who must produce certificates of naturalization or other federal documents — and on 
any voter whose legal name has changed, who must also provide proof of that change. These 
are real barriers. They are not hypothetical ones. 

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do not let H.B. 472 pass this 
committee in its current form. The people who will be turned away from voting by these 
provisions are not fraudsters. They are Ohioans. They deserve better. 

Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.  

Joseph Kaiser 

Norwalk, OH 

 

 


