
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear and members of the Senate 
General Government Committee: 

My name is Becky Utterback and I am a life-long citizen of Ohio, having grown up in Solon, Ohio 
which is now the same town I am raising my own family in.  

I am writing to express my opposition to the changes being made to HB 472. 

First, GOP leaders of this state, Secretary of State Frank LaRose in particular, claim Ohio is the 
“gold standard” for election integrity. So why do we need this photo-ID requirement for mail-in 
ballots? Are you claiming that he is lying? Are you saying that his office is not doing their job 
properly vetting the absentee ballot applications? Please explain your reasoning here. 

Second, what problem are you trying to solve? Without proof of wide-spread voter ID fraud in 
mail-in ballots (Republicans have shown ZERO evidence) once again you are wasting time and 
taxpayer money on an issue (fraudulent absentee ballots) that does NOT exist.  

Third, explain how this will work?  what are you going to compare the photocopied ID to? You 
have no voter standing in front of you (like you do when voting in person) to compare the 
photo copy to. It makes ZERO SENSE. So what’s the point of sending a photocopied picture of 
yourself with your ballot??   

The system we have in place to catch voter fraud works. In fact, Ohio Republican leaders, who 
have been in control for decades, LOVE to brag about how great they are at it. So why do you 
continue to punish us voters who follow the rules??  Are you admitting there is fraud under 
GOP rule?   

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do what’s right and do NOT let HB 
472 pass this committee 

Thanks for your time- 

Becky Utterback 

 

 


