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Act. No matter what.

Planned Parenthood Advocates of Ohio

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the
Senate General Government Committee,

Thank you for accepting my written opposition testimony to House Bill 472. My hame is
Danielle Firsich, and | am the Director of Public Policy at Planned Parenthood Advocates of
Ohio and Planned Parenthood of Greater Ohio. We stand in strong opposition to both the
changes being made to HB 472 and the rushed process via which it is being moved through
the legislature without adequate civic engagement and public debate.

Voter photo ID laws for mail-in ballots have the potential to deny the right to vote to
thousands of registered voters who do not have, and, in many instances, cannot obtain the
limited identification accepted for voting. Research shows that more than 2 million
Americans do not have government-issued photo identification; a disproportionate number
of these Americans are low-income, racial and ethnic minorities, and elderly. This bill
would not only require an approved Voter ID to vote by mail, but would force voters to pay
to scan, print, and mail a copy of their Voter ID to their county Board of Elections along with
their ballot.

Ohio law currently has strong Voter ID requirements in place and a nearly imperceptible
rate of identified voter fraud. This is an unnecessary restriction on the voting rights of
Ohioans. Passage of HB 472 would place an additional burden on citizens who wish to
execute one of their basic rights—the right to vote in our democracy. This will lead to the
disenfranchisement of many of our most vulnerable communities, including low-income,
elderly, immigrant, student, rural, and minority communities. The policies of this legislature
should strive to encourage all voters to participate in the democratic process rather than
placing barriers in the path of Ohio's voters.

| ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this
committee in its current form without reasonable debate on the adverse impact it will have
on Ohio voters.

Thank you for your time and attention.



