Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the
Senate General Government Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Maria Hettel. | am an Ohio resident,
living in Norwalk, Huron County, OH and have worked as a poll worker, canvassed,
collected petition signatures and spoken at town halls on rural and farming issues. | am
strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472.

The changes made to HB 472 are a direct attempt at voter suppression. Voting laws are
supposed to make voting, for the voter, easier. Requiring a printed version of one’s ID to be
included with a ballot only adds unnecessary steps to voting by mail that are difficult,
daunting and off putting. The reasons many, if not most people vote by mailis due to
accessibility and the ID print-out rule creates another hurdle for these kinds of voters. In
the primaries this past May, Ohio voters requested 157,637 mail ballots and returned
141,913 of them, a return rate of 90% according to data published by the Ohio Secretary of
State’s Office. This is an excellent rate of return — proof that the system works. Why are
Ohio House Republicans trying to break that system?

Most people do not have scanners and printers at home anymore. Requiring a voter to find
a place to scan and print their photo ID that they now have to include with their ballot is not
ok, not fair, not right. Payment for this service will be required, meaning the Ohio State
government is essentially requiring absentee voters to pay to vote. And do not belittle the
small amount it would be to get a print out of one’s ID — that is besides the point. There
should be NO COST.

| ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this
committee in this rushed manner, before there has even been a chance for it to be on the
website for Ohioans to testify in person or in written form. THIS TOO IS SUPPRESSION. Why
doesn’t the statehouse want to hear from its constituents? Have you forgotten who you
represent?

Thank you,

Maria Hettel



