
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and 
members of the Senate General Government Committee, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to submit my testimony today. My name is Debbie 
Cochran. I am a Hilliard, Ohio resident and have lived in Ohio my entire life. It 
has provided my family and I opportunities to live within safe and inclusive 
communities. I do not take the freedoms we have here and the opportunities to 
make decisions by casting our votes for granted. That being said, I am strongly 
opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. Ohio voters are already required 
to include identifying information such as their license number on all mail-in 
ballots. Requiring photo ID for all mail in ballots will make it nearly impossible for 
people with disabilities, like my sister-in-law and the elderly, like my parents, who 
do not have access to scanners or technology required in this new substitute 
version of HB 472. Their voices will NOT be heard or counted on issues that 
directly impact them. It is a suppression of the most marginalized people in Ohio. 
 
I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 
pass this committee in this version. 
 
Thank you for your consideration. 
 
Debbie Cochran 
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