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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of
the Senate General Government Committee, thank you for the opportunity to offer
testimony on House Bill 472. We urge you to reject the substitute bill that changes a
fully vetted, bipartisan bill that aims to help our most vulnerable Ohio neighbors.

COHHIO is supportive of HB 472 as introduced by Representative Cockley and
Representative Salvo, that passed out of the House and provided for no-cost access to
marriage abstracts, name change orders, divorce decrees, and birth certificates for
people experiencing homeless so they can stabilize their lives.

The cost of housing has increased dramatically in recent years to the point where we
now have more than 1.2 million Ohioans living in a household that spends over half their
income on rent or a mortgage. The affordable housing squeeze is pushing more and
more Ohioans into homelessness. The most recent Point in Time count found nearly
12,000 Ohioans experiencing homelessness on one night in January.

House Bill 472 as introduced would help many of these Ohioans overcome a
fundamental barrier to stability: access to personal identification. For most of us, losing
an ID is a minor inconvenience, but for someone without a home, it can mean being
locked out of society.

The current version of HB 472 takes away the great work of the House to solve an
important issue in a bipartisan and transparent manner. Today, due to the 11th hour
changes, we respectfully ask you to reject this bill in its current form.
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