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Chair Roegner, Vice-Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate General 
Government Commi=ee, thank you for the opportunity to provide interested party tesAmony on 
SubsAtute House Bill 472. My name is Marsha Forson, and I am an associate director with the Catholic 
Conference of Ohio. The Conference is the official voice of the Catholic Church in Ohio on ma=ers of 
public policy. We are grateful to RepresentaAves Salvo and Cockley for introducing this pragmaAc 
legislaAon and for its biparAsan passage in the Ohio House of RepresentaAves. We are tesAfying today in 
support of SubsAtute House Bill 472 as passed by the House. 

The Church’s idenAty is totally and inextricably linked to that of the poor. As Pope Leo XIV recently 
stated, “the poor are at the heart of the Church because ‘our faith in Christ, who became poor, and was 
always close to the poor and the outcast, is the basis of our concern for the integral development of 
society’s most neglected members’.” Concern for those on the peripheries is certainly an indispensable 
dimension of the life of the Church in Ohio. Our Catholic social service agencies care for thousands of 
Ohioans in their Ame of need and Catholics organize countless deeds of service through their parishes or 
other community iniAaAves.  

This bill recognizes the human dignity of individuals experiencing homelessness by taking into account 
the harsh daily realiAes they face and responding with a concrete soluAon. For these members of our 
community, nearly every day is an experience of survival. A fee that to some may be an easily disposable 
expense is to others a significant barrier to opportunity.  

By simply waiving fees for birth cerAficates and other vital records, this bill accomplishes dual ends. First, 
it helps to reincorporate an individual into the life of the community by empowering the person to take 
steps toward gaining work, accessing housing, and reducing the isolaAon and exclusion that come from 
an inability to parAcipate fully in society. The bill could also produce longer-term fiscal benefits for the 
State by reducing the barriers that impede a person’s ability to secure for themselves the things 
necessary for their flourishing. This approach will facilitate access to stability and self-sufficiency for 
Ohioans who experience homelessness. 

Thank you for the opportunity to tesAfy. 

 


