
 
 
June 9, 2026 
 
Ohio State House 
 
 
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of 
the Senate General Government Committee,  
 
On behalf of Community Housing Network, Inc., I am writing to submit testimony in support of 
the original bipartisan bill that aims to help our most vulnerable Ohio neighbors.  
 
Community Housing Network provides housing to persons who have significant chronic 
disabilities.  Many of our residents arrive at their new homes having been homeless just days 
before.  These residents have no financial means and have often lost access to critical 
documents during their time being unhoused.   
 
Our experience working with our residents has taught us that being unhoused means 
tremendous instability.  This instability leads to losing all of your possessions, including 
important documentation.  The original HB 472 bill as introduced by Representative Cockley and 
Representative Salvo, that passed out of the House,  provided for no-cost access to marriage 
abstracts, name change orders, divorce decrees, and birth certificates for people experiencing 
homeless. As originally drafted, HB 472 will help applicants to CHN’s housing shorten their time 
being homeless, a time often filled with suffering, and get them closer to stability and supportive 
care. 
 
Unfortunately, Community Housing Network has learned that a substitute bill has been 
introduced at the last minute and this substitute bill will not make the changes Ohioans need.    
 
It is sad that the current version of HB 472 takes away the great work of the House to solve an 
important issue in a bipartisan and transparent manner that treated vulnerable Ohioans with 
dignity and respect. 
 
As a result of the substitution bill, we wish to withdraw our support for HB 472.  We respectfully 
ask you to reject this bill in its current form. We urge you to reject the substitute bill that 
changes a fully vetted, bipartisan bill that aims to help our most vulnerable Ohio neighbors. 
 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide testimony. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Ryan Cassell 
Ryan Cassell 
Chief Real Estate Development Officer 


