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Opponent Testimony on HB 472
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony in opposition of the
substitute to HB 472.

My name is William Hykes. | am 19 years old, a rising sophomore at the
University of Mississippi majoring in Political Science, and | hope to build a
career in government affairs and public policy. My goal is to help legislators
develop policies that remove unnecessary barriers, promote economic
opportunity, and establish appropriate safeguards when they are genuinely
needed.

Because of those interests, | pay close attention to legislation and elections. |
vote. | follow public policy. | care deeply about good government.

That is why | am submitting testimony today in opposition to the changes to
what was a great bill, but is now very dangerous with the substitutions made to
HB 472.

Ohio already has voter identification requirements. Voters already present
identification when voting in person. Existing law already provides safeguards
designed to verify voter identity and protect the integrity of the election
process.

From my perspective as a young voter, this bill appears to be a solution in
search of a problem.

More importantly, | am concerned about discussions surrounding potential
future changes to absentee voting requirements, particularly reports that
voters may be required to submit a photocopy of their driver's license or
state-issued identification when voting by mail.

| strongly oppose that proposal.

As a student attending college outside Ohio, last year | lived in student
housing and next school year, | will live in an off-campus apartment. | do not
own a printer. | do not own a scanner. If | need to make a copy of a document, |



often have to locate a campus facility, determine its hours, pay for printing, and
hope the equipment is functioning.

That may sound like a minor inconvenience. But public policy should not be
evaluated based on how difficult something is for the most connected or
well-resourced individuals. It should be evaluated based on how it impacts
ordinary people. And far more people do not have easy access to this
increasingly outdated technology than do.

A requirement to provide a photocopy of identification does not simply ask a
voter to verify their identity. It requires access to equipment, transportation,
technology, and time.

That burden falls disproportionately on college students, military personnel
stationed away from home, senior citizens, individuals with disabilities, and
Ohioans who temporarily live outside the state for work or education.

| can provide my driver's license number in seconds. | can provide identifying
information on an absentee ballot application. Requiring me to locate a copier,
make a copy, and mail additional paperwork does not meaningfully improve
election security. It simply creates additional steps that increase the likelihood
that someone gives up or makes a mistake.

That is not good public policy.

| also want to speak as someone who represents a generation that Ohio
claims it wants to retain.

Ohio leaders frequently talk about the importance of attracting and keeping
young talent. We hear about workforce development, economic
competitiveness, and encouraging young professionals to build careers in
Ohio after graduation.

But civic engagement is part of that equation.

When students leave Ohio to attend college, they should still feel connected
to their home state. They should still feel that their voices matter. They should
still feel encouraged to participate in Ohio elections.

When government makes voting more difficult, particularly for young people
who are already living hundreds of miles away, it sends the opposite message.

It tells us that participation is conditional, that our engagement is not worth
accommodating, and over time, that weakens the connection many people
feel to their home communities.



As someone studying political science and hoping to spend a career helping
policymakers solve problems, | believe effective government should remove
unnecessary barriers while preserving reasonable safeguards.

And any proposal requiring absentee voters to submit photocopies of
identification through the mail would create a real burden on lawful voters
without providing a meaningful improvement in election security.

| respectfully ask the committee to reject this bill.

Thank you for your time and consideration.



