
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear and 
members of the Senate General Government Committee:

My name is Rebecca Weiss and I live in an inner-ring suburb of Cleveland.  I 
have been a resident of the state of Ohio all of my life. 

I am submitting testimony today in opposition to the proposed changes to House 
Bill 472. The new bill will have a negative impact on those who submit mail-in 
ballots in our state. Mail-in ballots are a god-send to those who are unable to 
vote in person. There is no evidence of fraud with respect to mail-in voting yet the 
Ohio legislature appears to once more be looking for a way to disenfranchise its 
own residents. 

Changes to the original bill require voters to mail copies of their IDs with their 
ballots. In order to accomplish this voters will have to scan their IDs. How many 
people, particularly in the group for which mail-in ballots are most convenient, 
have scanners in their homes or know how to use them. They would be required 
to make a trip to their local library for help with scanning which defeats the 
purpose for which mail-in ballots are intended - not having to leave the home. 
There is also a charge for scanning at a library. 

Also, sending a copy of an ID through the mail is not safe as anyone accessing it 
would have a person’s photo, name, and address. In today’s world many will not 
be willing to take that chance. 

What about those individuals who participate in the Safe at Home address 
confidentiality program? They are exempted from having to provide an address. 

Bottom line - this requirement will discourage many people from voting. Likely, 
this the intention of the legislature. 

I strongly urge you to vote no on moving HB 472 out of committee. 

Thank you for your time.

Rebecca Weiss (216) 210-1836



Cleveland Heights, Ohio


