
June 9, 2026

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, 
and members of the Senate General Government Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Kathryn 
Sweeny. I am a life-long Ohioan and retired public school teacher. I 
have also worked as an election poll worker in two elections.  I am 
strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472.

I live in a small condominium complex with some lovely neighbors, 
two of whom rely on the mail-in voting because of their extreme 
mobility issues. My neighbor, Fran, votes faithfully in every election, 
even though she is homebound and in a wheelchair. I cannot 
imagine her attempting to complete these new mail-in requirements 
with her disability. I question the purpose in adding these draconian 
measures. Is it really to safeguard a system that already has 
numerous checks and balances? Or is the reason far more sinister? 
I truly hope that is not the case. 
I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT 
let HB 472 pass this committee in this rushed manner and in its 
current form. Thank you for allowing me to testify virtually.
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