
June 9, 2026 
 
 
 
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of 
the Senate General Government Committee, 

 
Thank you for accepting my written testimony. My name is Jennifer Martin Silva and I 
am an educator and resident of Cleveland, Ohio.  I am strongly opposed to the 
last-minute changes made to HB 472.  
 
The purpose of HB 472 is to give homeless people the ability to get their birth 
certificates and ID’s without added challenges.  It was a good bi-partisan bill.  
 
Now, the last minute language added to the bill in the Senate committee is a horrible 
attempt at voter suppression.  Making it necessary for all voters to submit copies of their 
ID’s with their mail in ballots is an additional hurdle and interferes with voter rights.   
 
Sending a copy does not prove anything more than the submission of the ID number.   
 
Photo ID’s only prove identity if the person is standing in front of you.   
 
If the GOP really believes in voting they would not be adding more hurdles, 
complications and hassles to the process by adding this blatant attempt at voter 
suppression in a bill about free IDs for the homeless. 
 
I ask you to respect the legislative process and Ohio voters.  Do NOT pass the revised 
HB 472 in its current form. 

 
Thank you again for the opportunity to testify.  
 
 

 


