
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Debra Gatton, Ph.D. I am a life-long 
resident of Ohio, an adjunct professor, a mother and a daughter. I am strongly opposed to 
the proposed changes to HB 472 that would require voters to submit a copy of their photo 
ID with their mail-in ballot materials. 

While I understand the importance of maintaining confidence in our elections, I believe this 
requirement would create unnecessary barriers for many eligible voters, particularly older 
Ohioans, people with disabilities, and those who have limited access to technology. Voting 
by mail is an important option that allows citizens to participate in our democracy safely 
and conveniently, and any new requirements should be carefully evaluated to ensure they 
do not discourage or prevent lawful voters from casting their ballots. 

My concerns are personal. My 86-year-old mother has voted by mail in every election for 
years. She takes her civic responsibility seriously and has never missed an opportunity to 
vote. However, she does not own a scanner or printer. To comply with this proposed 
requirement, she would have to find someplace to make a copy of her photo ID, drive 
herself there, and depend on others to complete a process that she can currently manage 
independently. What may seem like a small administrative step to some legislators would 
be a significant hardship for her and many seniors like her. I worry that voters who have 
faithfully participated in elections for decades could be discouraged from voting simply 
because the process has become more complicated. 

Ohio should be making it easier for eligible citizens to vote, not adding new obstacles that 
disproportionately affect older adults and other vulnerable populations. My mother has 
earned the right to participate in our democracy with dignity and independence, and I hope 
you will consider the real-world impact this proposal would have on voters like her. I 
respectfully urge you to reject the changes to HB 472 and preserve accessible voting 
options for all Ohioans. 

 


