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My name is Ben Webb, and I serve as Associate State Director for AARP Ohio. AARP is the 
nation’s largest nonprofit, nonpartisan organization dedicated to empowering people to choose 
how they live as they age. 
 
Here in Ohio, AARP represents more than 1.5 million members and their families. We engage 
on issues that affect financial security, independence, and quality of life—and we also work to 
ensure that Ohioans are able to participate fully in our democratic process. 
 
I am here today on behalf of AARP Ohio as an interested party to share considerations 
regarding Substitute House Bill 472, particularly as it relates to absentee voting. 
 
AARP believes that voter integrity is essential to ensuring fair and accurate elections, and we 
support efforts to strengthen confidence in the electoral system. At the same time, we believe it 
is important to consider how changes to voting processes operate in practice for eligible voters. 
Voters age 50 and older are the most consistent and reliable voting bloc in Ohio. In recent 
elections, they made up the majority of those casting ballots—56 percent of voters in 2020 and 
65 percent in the 2022 midterm election. Voters in this age group also turn out at higher rates 
than any other age group, election after election. As a result, they play a decisive role in Ohio’s 
elections. 
 
Because of that, it is critical that changes to voting processes—particularly absentee voting—do 
not unintentionally disenfranchise these voters or make it more than reasonably difficult for them 
to continue participating. 
 
Many older Ohioans have successfully voted absentee for years. As requirements change, 
additional steps, verification requirements, or technical processes can create barriers if they are 
not carefully designed and clearly understood. Even when well-intended, increased complexity 
can make it harder for eligible voters to successfully complete the process. 
 
AARP’s interest is straightforward: ensuring that eligible voters who consistently participate in 
elections are able to continue doing so without unnecessary obstacles, while maintaining the 
integrity of the voting system. 
 
As this bill moves forward, we respectfully ask the Committee to consider how changes to 
absentee voting will function for the voters who rely on it most, and whether safeguards are in 



 

 

place to ensure continued access and participation. AARP Ohio looks forward to continuing to 
work with the Committee to ensure that election policies protect voter integrity while remaining 
workable for eligible voters. 
 
Thank you for your time and consideration. 
 


