Opponent Testimony on HB 472 submitted by John Steele Hykes
Chairman, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify. | care deeply about both election integrity and voter
participation. | do not believe those values are mutually exclusive. In fact, | believe our election
system works best when voters have confidence that elections are secure and when eligible
citizens can realistically participate in the process.

My name is (John) Steele Hykes. | am a Hilliard Darby class of 2022 graduate and a recent Ole
Miss class of 2026 graduate with a Bachelor of Science in Political Science. Throughout college,
| remained registered to vote in Ohio and participated in Ohio elections through absentee voting.

I am probably the exact type of voter you want participating in elections.

| follow politics closely. | read legislation. | pay attention to deadlines. | understand how the
government works. My career goal is to work in public policy and government affairs helping
elected officials craft policies that empower people and encourage civic participation.

And yet, even with all of that interest and knowledge, voting absentee was harder than most
people realize.

Every election started with a checklist.

Did | remember to request my ballot? Did | request it early enough? Did it get mailed? Did it
arrive? Did | fill it out correctly? Did | remember to buy stamps? Did | leave enough time for it to
travel hundreds of miles back to Ohio? Would the less than reliable USPS in rural Mississippi
get it postmarked in time?

And now, because Ohio requires absentee ballots to be received, not merely postmarked, by
Election Day, the margin for error is even smaller.

If the mail is delayed, the voter pays the price. If the ballot arrives late, the voter pays the price.
If something unexpected happens, the voter pays the price.

The reality is that absentee voting is already a process full of hurdles. Individually, none of those
hurdles seem particularly large. Together, they create a system where every additional
requirement increases the likelihood that a lawful vote never gets counted.

That is why | am deeply concerned about reports that legislators are considering requiring
absentee voters to submit photocopies of their driver's license or identification card through the
mail.



| strongly oppose that proposal. For many people, making a photocopy sounds easy.For many
young adults, it is not.

During college, | did not own a printer. | did not own a scanner. Like many students, | completed
nearly everything electronically. If | needed to print something, | had to find a campus facility,
determine whether it was open, pay to use it, and hope the equipment worked.

Adding a photocopy requirement would not stop me from voting. But it would make voting
harder. And if it makes voting harder for someone like me, a person who studies politics, follows
elections, and intentionally plans around voting deadlines, what will it do to voters who are less
familiar with the process?

The people affected will not be election fraudsters.They will be college students. They will be
members of the military stationed away from home. They will be young professionals who move
temporarily for work. They will be Ohioans who remain engaged in their communities despite
living elsewhere.

The question before this committee should be simple: What problem are we trying to solve?

Ohio already has voter identification requirements. Ohio already requires photo identification for
in-person voting. Ohio already verifies voter eligibility.

Supporters of this proposal often describe it as necessary for election security. But election
security is not improved merely by adding steps.

A safeguard should address a demonstrated problem and produce a measurable benefit.
Otherwise, it is simply another barrier.

As someone who hopes to spend a career helping shape public policy, | believe government
works best when it empowers people to participate.

The purpose of election law should be to ensure that every eligible vote is counted and every
ineligible vote is prevented. It should not be to create additional procedural obstacles for people
who are already doing everything right.

| voted absentee because | cared enough to stay engaged in Ohio while pursuing my education
elsewhere.

| planned ahead. | followed the rules. | met the deadlines. And even then, it was harder than it
should have been. Please do not make it harder still.

| respectfully ask you to reject the substitute bill and oppose any proposal that would require
absentee voters to submit photocopies of identification through the mail.

Thank you for your time and consideration.






