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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate
General Government Committee, | am submitting testimony in strong opposition to the
proposed changes to House Bill 472. My name is Jaime Miracle, and | am the deputy director
for Abortion Forward, formerly Pro-Choice Ohio.

| am deeply disappointed that a really great policy proposal — a bill to waive ID and birth
certificate fees for homeless Ohioans — is being turned into a political football to placate the
base of the Republican Party. Without even 24 hours notice, leadership in the Senate decided
to take a bill in a completely different direction. You're turning a bill that increases
opportunities for some of the most vulnerable in our state into a bill that restricts the voting
rights of Ohioans and essentially establishes a poll tax for mail in absentee ballots in our state.

To submit a voter ID with a mail-in ballot, a person would have to own a scanner or know
someone who does, know how to work that scanner, be able to then print the scan they took
of their ID, and mail in this identification with their paper absentee ballot. This sensitive
document would be put in the mail, leaving the voter's identity open to fraud if that mail is lost
or stolen. Forcing people to have access to technology that few households has is effectively a
poll tax, making people spend extra time and money to exercise their constitutional right to
vote.

The people who most heavily rely on voting by mail are often people living with disabilities, the
elderly, people who do not have reliable transportation, people who work unpredictable hours,
and people serving in our armed forces away from home. It is unacceptable to place these
barriers on their ability to vote, especially when these populations are exactly who would have
the hardest time accessing a scanner and a printer to be able to continue to vote by mail.

Ohioans deserve a democracy that works, one that is not rigged to favor one party or another
but is fair to the people of our state. We deserve a democracy where legislative leaders are not
attempting to undermine our access to the ballot box at every turn. We especially deserve a
democracy where policy changes as big as this one are debated fully — not passed at the very
last moment with nearly no opportunity for the public to weigh in.

Why would the Republican leadership in the legislature want to hijack this bill at the last
minute? It's because the majority party is again trying to rig the system when they fear that
voters will vote their party out of power.

In 2023, Republican leadership was terrified that the Ohio Reproductive Freedom Amendment
would pass, negating the highly unpopular anti-abortion laws that the gerrymandered majority



had enacted in the last decade. In response, Republicans created an August Special Election to
try to force a 60% vote threshold for the passage of constitutional amendment initiatives. This
body was so scared of the voters that they actively tried to take away their voice in our
democracy. Luckily, Ohio voters are smarter than that and saw through the smokescreen and
overwhelmingly voted in August against the 60% threshold. Those same voters came back in
November and overwhelmingly voted to pass the Ohio Reproductive Freedom Amendment.

But the trickery didn’t end there. When Ohio’s elected leaders ignored the will of the people
and did an end-route of the redistricting rules for the state legislature and congress the people
organized and put another citizen led redistricting proposal on the ballot in 2024. Again, scared
that the voters would remove Republican leaders’ power over redistricting, they did everything
in they could to undermine the initiative, including writing false and misleading ballot language
calling an anti-gerrymandering proposal an example of gerrymandering to create voter
confusion.

Now, in 2026, the polls are looking bad for Republicans. Ohioans are sick of their policies that
put the Republican political agenda ahead of the people of our state. So, what is the response
of legislative leaders? Not to change the policies they pass to actually help Ohioans get ahead.
Their solution is to again rig the system and block people from voting.

Do not add voter ID requirements for absentee ballots to HB 472. If those requirements are
added to the bill, | strongly urge committee members to vote NO on the bill.



