
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Jeanne Ivancic. I am a senior citizen 
and a lifetime resident of Ohio. I have been a dedicated voter since the age of 18. I am 
strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. 

 

HB 472 in its original form was a good bipartisan bill. This clean bill was passed by the 
house, but the senate committee added the provision that copies of voter ID must be 
mailed with absentee ballots. Ohio voters already include identifying information such as 
the last four digits of their Social Security number on all mail-in ballots.  

 

The new substitute version of HB 472 is nothing more than a blatant attempt at voter 
suppression. All Ohio voters who desire to vote by mail would be required to find a way to 
scan and copy their photo ID. This is not an easy or affordable task for many of Ohio’s 
citizens, many of whom have debilitating health issues and/or physical disabilities. Voting 
should be easy and attainable for all of Ohio’s citizens. 

 

Suppressing the vote represents a march toward fascism. My father and three of my uncles 
fought against fascism in WWII. One of my uncles suffered heart injuries due to his service. 
He died of a massive heart attack at the age of 41. My father had shrapnel fragments in his 
knee which caused him pain for his entire life. The sacrifices that my father, uncles, and 
other veterans made to protect our democracy must not be forgotten.  

 

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
committee in its current form. Please go back to the original version of HB 472 which was 
passed by the house without harmful provisions. Your role in Congress is to represent the 
best interests of the constituents who pay your salary. The right to vote is undoubtedly in 
their best interest. Thank you for your time and attention to this crucial matter. 

 

Jeanne Ivancic 

Westlake, Ohio 


