
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate 
General Government CommiƩee, 

My name is Megan LiggeƩ. I am a consƟtuent living in Northeast Ohio and I care deeply about 
our democraƟc process. I am strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. 

The original bill was a biparƟsan good meant to benefit homeless residents in the state of Ohio 
be able to exercise their consƟtuƟonal right to parƟcipate in our democraƟc process through 
their vote. The recent changes that have been proposed turn the original intenƟon of the bill 
into a blatant aƩempt to suppress votes by creaƟng more hurdles for all Ohioans to have to 
jump through in order to exercise their consƟtuƟonal right. The fact that this bill is being rushed 
through this commiƩee with the recent changes and no public noƟce should be evidence 
enough that this bill is undemocraƟc, unpopular, and just plain wrong.  

Ohio already has some of the most strict voƟng laws and this addiƟonal burden to scan, print, 
and mail in a copy of our drivers license is blatant voter suppression. As someone who does not 
have a scanner or printer at home, I know I represent a majority of Ohioans who are in the 
same posiƟon, and having to seek out a scanner/printer would be a major hurdle to be able to 
vote by mail. Printers, ink, paper all require money to own an maintain. Also, many people will 
not feel comfortable sending personal idenƟfying informaƟon such as their drivers license 
through the mail. 

AddiƟonally, the changes to this bill put an unfunded mandate on our local boards of elecƟons 
to implement the new requirements to process mail-in-ballots. They are already doing so much 
to ensure that our elecƟons are free, fair, and accessible, and this bill would do nothing to help 
the process except suppress votes and slow down the process. Nor would this bill help prevent 
voter fraud (which is already exceedingly rare despite unfounded claims to the contrary) as a 
photo copy of an ID does no more to confirm idenƟficaƟon than the informaƟon that is already 
provided in the exisƟng absentee ballot.  

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislaƟve process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
commiƩee in its current form and without any real Ɵme for discussion/debate.  

 

Thank you for your Ɵme,  

Megan LiggeƩ 


