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Wednesday, June 10, 2026
Ohio Senate General Government Committee

Opponent Testimony on Substitute House Bill 472
Submitted by: Carol Argiro, Advancement Director | Huckleberry House

Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate
General Government Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding the substitute version of House Bill
472. My name is Carol Argiro and | serve as the Advancement Director at Huckleberry House.

Huckleberry House serves youth and young adults experiencing homelessness, family conflict,
trafficking, exploitation, and other crises in central Ohio. Each year, we work with hundreds of
young people who face significant barriers to stability, employment, education, healthcare,
housing, and civic participation. One of the most common barriers they encounter is obtaining the
identity documents necessary to move forward with their lives.

For that reason, Huckleberry House strongly supports the original intent of House Bill 472, and we
previously provided written testimony in support of the legislation during House Committee
hearings. The bill's provisions allowing individuals experiencing homelessness to obtain vital
records such as birth certificates, marriage abstracts, divorce decrees, and name change orders at
no cost represent a practical and meaningful step toward helping vulnerable Ohioans access
employment, housing, healthcare, education, and other essential services.

These documents are often the first step toward self-sufficiency. For young people experiencing
homelessness, the inability to obtain identification can create a cycle of instability that is difficult to
overcome. The underlying bill addresses a real and longstanding need that service providers
across Ohio encounter every day.

We are concerned, however, by the addition of substantial absentee voting provisions in the
substitute bill. These provisions were not part of the original legislation as it moved through the
House and have not received the same level of public review, stakeholder engagement, or
legislative scrutiny as the original measure.

As an organization focused on serving vulnerable youth, we believe legislation affecting access to
identification documents should remain focused on that important objective. Combining broadly
supported measures that assist individuals experiencing homelessness with significant election-
related policy changes risks delaying, complicating, or overshadowing the original purpose of the
bill.

We are also concerned that the substitute language raises important implementation questions
that have not yet been fully addressed, including the collection, storage, and protection of
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sensitive personal information; the impact on individuals participating in address confidentiality
programs; and the accessibility of new technological requirements for voters who may have
limited access to technology, identification documents, or reliable internet service.

Many of the young people we serve face exactly these barriers. Policies that rely heavily on
technology, document uploads, or additional verification processes can create unintended
obstacles for populations already struggling to access essential services and civic participation.

We respectfully urge the Committee to remove the absentee voting provisions from the
substitute bill and advance the original legislation focused on reducing barriers to obtaining
identity documents for Ohioans experiencing homelessness. The underlying bill stands on its
own merit and deserves consideration independent of broader election policy debates.
Thank you for your time and consideration. | would be happy to answer any questions.

Sincerely,

Carol Argiro
Advancement Director | Huckleberry House



