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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear and members of
the Senate General Government Committee. My name is Catherine Turcer and | am
Common Cause Ohio’s executive director. | have spent more than 25 years here in
Ohio advocating for fair access to the ballot in Ohio, and I'm here today to submit
opposition testimony on Substitute House Bill 472 on behalf of our members.

Common Cause focuses on strengthening public participation in our democracy,
ensuring every eligible voter can cast a ballot, and transparent and accountable
government. | am here today representing more than 35,000 members and
supporters from across the state.

During my testimony last week, | urged this committee to focus on addressing
election administration legislatively. This week | am here in opposition to a bill that
originally simply removed financial barriers for ID and supporting credentials for
people experiencing homelessness, a bill that passed the Ohio House 91-1.
Unfortunately, this bipartisan bill now has 80 new pages of confusing and disjointed
procedures for both eligible voters wishing to vote absentee via mail and for
elections officials.

Sub HB472 not only offers confusing, misguided approaches to “proving” voter
eligibility, but it does not factor in financial costs, data security, voter education and
access to technology. The proposed “solutions” do nothing but create obstacles for
voters, destabilize county election procedures and put Ohioans' personal
information at risk.

It takes time to craft appropriate changes to election law. You need input from
election officials and voters to ensure that any new system that you create is
workable, safe, and fully funded. | strongly urge you to slow down and strip the
amendment from the original bill. Changes this significant need to be properly
considered and debated.

It's important to remember that the vast majority of eligible voters requesting
absentee mail ballots are over 65 years of age and that our population is aging.



According to the Secretary of State’s absentee data dashboard, more than 83% of
voters requesting mailed ballots in the November 2024 General Election were 65+,
and those voters aren’t only in Ohio’s cities.

Even though things have improved, there is still a digital divide. Many of these
voters will face real challenges with uploading documents, screen capture
signatures and video recordings. Even the most computer savvy of us has run into
problems.

Currently, voters who choose to vote absentee via the mail provide their ID numbers
upon request and for their ballot. Requiring eligible voters to copy their ID is a
genuine hurdle. So many of us don’t have a printer, but this last minute amendment
creates an even bigger technological challenge by creating a portal, an unfunded
mandate for boards of elections that require voters to submit both a screen capture
of an ID and a face video recording.

Sub HB472 does not address the cost to taxpayers. In addition to the infrastructure,
recurring training and technology investments for portal upkeep that stores all
forms of personal, private information including facial scans, there is no mention of
how Boards of Elections and the Secretary of State’s office are prepared to handle
access of this sensitive data. And what body is certifying this technology to
compare uploaded ID to video, which state agency will audit this system?

My hope is cooler heads prevail this week, and members of the Senate who care
about their constituents, especially those elderly and vulnerable eligible voters who
rely on mailed ballots, will do the right thing.

Please slow this down and address changes to election administration in a separate
bill. Or vote no on Substitute House Bill 472.



