
To: Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and 
members of the Senate General Government Committee, 

 
From: Anne Houdek, Burton Ohio  
 
Re: Substitute HB 472 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony today.  I am a life-long Ohio 
resident, have been voting since I was 18 years old and have always considered voting 
a privilege and fundamental right.  For that reason, I strongly opposed the changes 
being made to HB 472 because that right is being infringed upon. 
 
The original bill that the House passed 90-1 benefited the homeless and obviously had 
broad bipartisan support.  
 
The Sub. H.B. 472, at page 121, adds a voting-related provision that affects all Ohioans 
by narrowing identification requirements. It appears that ONLY A PHOTO ID is required 
to cast an absentee ballot after November 2, 2027. Before November 2, 2027, current 
forms of identification remain valid (lines 3199-3206). 
 
What is most disturbing is the just-released substitute bill contains 76 more pages than 
the original 45-page bill. There is no way this committee or legislators will have the 
opportunity to read and evaluate the consequences of the bill to vote yea or nay.  The 
Ohio Legislative Service Commission hasn’t even had the chance to summarize it, 
which further underscores the need for caution. 
 
I expect more from the General Assembly than proposing massive, last-minute changes 
to a bill already passed by one legislative branch. I ask you to respect Ohio voters and 
the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this committee. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Anne Houdek 


