
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate General 
Government Committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony today. My name is Rev. Bill Lyon, and I serve a 
congregation in Cincinnati, Ohio. 

I urge the committee not to advance a substitute version of HB 472 that was introduced less than 
twenty-four hours before committee consideration. 

As a minister, I take seriously Jesus' call to care for "the least of these." My faith teaches me to pay particular 
attention to those with the least power and the fewest resources. That commitment compels me to oppose 
legislation that weakens protections for vulnerable Ohioans or creates additional barriers to civic participation. 

This substitute bill should not advance because it: 

• Weakens protections relied upon by vulnerable Ohioans, including participants in the Safe at Home confidentiality 
program; 

• Creates additional barriers for voters with limited access to technology and resources that many of us take for 
granted; and 

• Denies the public meaningful opportunity to review and respond to substantial legislative changes. 

Ohio's most vulnerable residents should not lose protections because a substantially different bill was rushed 
through at the last minute. 

I understand the desire to complete legislative business before the summer recess. However, replacing a bill that 
previously enjoyed bipartisan support with substantially different language less than twenty-four hours before 
committee consideration does not allow adequate time for public review, stakeholder input, or thoughtful 
deliberation. 

The public cannot meaningfully participate in a legislative process when the substance of a bill 
changes less than twenty-four hours before testimony is due. 

I would have welcomed the opportunity to appear in person, answer questions, and engage with members of the 
committee. The short notice made that impossible. 

Ohioans deserve a legislative process that is transparent, deliberative, and accessible. Whatever one's position on the 
substance of this proposal, such significant changes should receive full public consideration before advancing. 

For these reasons, I respectfully ask the committee not to advance the substitute version of HB 472. At a minimum, 
this substitute bill deserves the time and public scrutiny that any significant change to Ohio law deserves. 

Thank you for your time, your consideration, and your service to the people of Ohio. 

In Faith and Community, 

Rev. Bill Lyon 
Cincinnati, Ohio 


