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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, my name is Steve David. |
serve as the state director for All Voting Is Local Action Ohio, a nonpartisan group
advocating for voter access. | am submitting the following testimony in opposition to
Substitute House Bill 472.

The process by which we are debating the amended House Bill 472 is unacceptable. To take
a bill that passed with nearly unanimous bipartisan support and attempt to manipulate it
into an effort to strip away access to vote by mail from Ohio voters is a shameful one. These
last minute, secretive maneuvers not only show antipathy for the role of the legislature and
a thoughtful, deliberative process, but also disdain for the will of Ohioans and their ability to
participate in their own government.

And just as we are seeing with the rushed constitutional amendment process to push voter
photo ID, this body shows its willingness to move quickly on fabricated problems, rather
than apply their attention to the real issues facing Ohioans in their monthly budgets. The
pattern of moving quickly to block people from voting, while ignoring the real problems of
our state should stop here. Ohioans are tired of it.

What is even more frustrating is that this amendment takes what could be a policy solution
and turns it into a problem. Those of us who believe that voter participation is a good thing
have long advocated for an online request system for absentee ballots. What no one has
asked for is for this system to be put forward with less than 24 hours notice, and with zero
opportunity for the dedicated local election officials who actually make the process run to
weigh in on the proper design and functionality of such a system. We implore you to take
up this question through the proper legislative process where our system administrators
can actually participate.



And even with process questions aside, the legislature’s dedication to gradually eliminating
the vote by mail system is unacceptable. Vote by mail is a method used by millions of
voters of both parties to overcome obstacles presented by work and care obligations, and
to take time for their vote to be an intentional and well researched process - something this
body apparently does not consider. These efforts aim to block access to vote-by-mail,
piece by piece, until it becomes unusable to most Ohioans. It is death by a thousand cuts,
and part of a broader strategy to undermine the ability of everyday Americans to vote.

In their haste to blindly follow executive action on voting rights, Ohio lawmakers are willing
to disenfranchise their own voters who show they want and deserve the access these
methods provide. Veterans, people with disabilities, communities of color, young and
student voters, people in rural areas — ALL are legally eligible to vote in this state, yet
legislators have been relentless in their crusade to make voting more difficult for these
groups in their attacks against vote-by-mail.

The potential pitfalls of establishing new processes for an online absentee request system
are numerous and not fully understood. Please do not take a policy that could be of benefit
to Ohioans and turn it into a cascade of new problems that will need later fixes and
undoubtedly prevent some Ohioans from voting. If there is political will to create this
system, please do it with the right people in the room and on a timeline that allows for
questions around protections for people with disabilities, older adults, public records, and
protections for the Safe at Home program.

The hearings in the House on voter ID for absentee voting saw a litany of conspiracies,
misinformation, and generally outrageous claims about what is happening in our elections
systems that are totally out of touch with reality. This committee has a choice to reside in
reality, but that requires rejecting Substitute House Bill 472.

We look forward to working with you on implementing an online absentee ballot request
system that incorporates the feedback from our communities, election officials, and the
people of Ohio.

Steve David
State Director, All Voting Is Local Action Ohio



