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Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate
General Government Committee,

My name is Tamara Howard, and | serve as Director of Advocacy for YWCA Columbus. | am
submitting testimony in opposition to Substitute House Bill 472, and | want to be clear about why.

For over 20 years, YWCA Columbus has operated the YWCA Family Center, a 50-room
emergency shelter serving homeless families in central Ohio. In 2024, we served 243 families
comprising 802 individuals, many of whom cannot access employment, housing, healthcare, or
public benefits without a valid ID. We strongly supported the original version of Sub. HB 472
because it would remove the financial barriers that prevent people experiencing homelessness
from obtaining the identification documents essential to stability, employment, and housing.

This bill was built on the principle that identification barriers harm vulnerable Ohioans. The
substitute bill undermines that mission entirely. Attaching voter ID requirements for mail-in
ballots to legislation designed to expand access does the opposite of what this bill was intended
to do; it uses a barrier-lowering bill as a vehicle to erect new ones.

Sub. HB 472 in its original form earned remarkable, broad support unanimously voted out of
committee, passed the full House with 91 yea votes, and carried bipartisan sponsorship. That
consensus reflects a shared conviction that removing identification barriers for Ohioans
experiencing homelessness is the right thing to do. The Senate now has the opportunity to honor
that consensus by restoring the bill to its original intent.

The families we serve are depending on this bill to deliver real, immediate relief. We ask you to
restore the integrity of Sub. HB 472 and pass the version that will truly make a difference in the
lives of Ohio’s most vulnerable families.

Thank you for your consideration.



