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June 9, 2026 

Senator Roegner 
Ohio Senate 
Columbus, Ohio 43215 

Re: Opposition to Changes to HB472 

Dear Senator Roegner: 

I am writing to oppose the modifications to HB472: 

●​ Until today, HB 472 was a bipartisan bill that would waive ID and birth certificate fees for 
homeless Ohioans and HB472 should be passed without this suddenly appearing change. 

●​ A last minute substitute bill takes a strong bipartisan bill to waive fees on identity 
documents for the unhoused and debuts new unvetted language making it much harder 
to vote by mail.  

●​ The bill provided for no-cost access to marriage abstracts, name change orders, divorce 
decree, and birth certificates for the unhoused working with social workers, nonprofits, or 
similar as is so necessary to help stabilize their lives. 

●​ There have been bills on this topic floating around, but this language is new with a rather 
technical interactive portal for online application for absentee ballots-online application 
for absentee ballots is good but this language leaves a lot to be desired.  

●​ Vote by mail voters provide identification-they provide it when they apply for an absentee 
ballot with signature and either SSN4 or DL/SID, and DOB. They provide it AGAIN when 
they submit their ballot.  

●​ Requiring an upload of photo copy of ID does not increase that security-photo copies are 
arguably less secure than any other ID option.  

●​ There are no security guarantees or explanation of what happens to all of the data 
including ID uploads, real-time identity videos, and digital signatures that will go in the 
portal–no explanation of what if any matching will occur and if that will be done by 
humans or AI. Online access to vote by mail should not have this uncertainty and risk to 
the individuals.  

●​ While the underlying bill helps with costs to obtain documents for those that are currently 
homeless, there is no assistance for people voters who simply do not have what they 
need to get ID-and keeping vote by mail as an exception to our otherwise strict photo ID 
law for in person voting has been used to justify tightening that standard.  
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●​ There are many good ways to make sure those voting by mail have access to voting while 
maintaining security of our elections. These changes are not that.  

Strategic Opportunities is writing to express our opposition to the proposed changes to HB472. It 
should be adopted in its original form.  

Sincerely, 

Amy Klaben, Principal 
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