
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate 
General Government Committee, 
 
Thank you for considering my testimony today. My name is Jessica Langguth and I am a lifelong 
resident of Ohio. I ardently oppose the changes being made to HB 472. 
 
My family used mail-in voting during the coronavirus pandemic and at other times when voting 
in person would have been a risk or a burden. We appreciated having an accessible and 
straightforward alternative to voting in person. Mail-in voting makes it possible for the elderly, the 
disabled, people working long shifts, those on trips away from home, and many others to vote 
without unreasonable and excessive hassle. Requiring photo ID to be sent along with mail-in 
ballots is not only unnecessary (we've had secure elections without this requirement), it will 
certainly result in decreased voter participation. Many who are accustomed to voting by mail will 
not be made aware of this new requirement, and may not have their votes counted as a result. 
Others, like my father, never send personal information through the mail and would refuse to 
send a copy of their ID. And still plenty others do not have access to or knowledge of the 
technology that is necessary to create a copy of their ID. The promise of our representative 
democracy is that all citizens can have a say in their government by voting for and being 
represented by their elected officials. But when unnecessary barriers or burdens prevent them 
from voting, that promise is broken. It is further betrayed when their representatives sneakily 
push through anti-voter legislation, giving them little time to learn about the proposed law and 
prepare testimony. 
 
I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
committee in its current form, especially without ample time for discussion and debate. 
 
Thank you, 
Jessica Langguth 


