
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Erin Prestwich. I am a citizen of 
Toledo, Ohio. I am strongly opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. The law should 
not require photo ID for all mail-in ballots. 
 
An older, frail person in my family normally votes by mail. It is hard for him to vote in-
person. He does not have a cell phone he knows how to use that he can use that take 
pictures. The last time I asked him to take a picture, he said that he didn’t know where 
his old camara and he no longer knew how to take the pictures off of the digital camara 
onto a computer. He also does not have a scanner that is connected to a computer. In 
order to comply, he would have to pay for someone to help him to scan a picture of his 
photo ID. To require people to pay for something to vote outside of a photo ID that was 
already used to register to vote acts like a poll tax and is only there to try and stop people 
to vote by mail. Voting by mail is secure and has been working well for many years, to 
change it now would only be to try to make it harder for people to vote.  

 

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
committee in this rushed manner in its current form.  
 
Regards, 
Erin Prestwich 

 


