
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Committee, thank you for the opportunity to testify today. 

VoteRiders (VoteRiders.org) is the country’s leading nonpartisan organization focused 
on the critical issue of voter ID. Our mission is to eliminate ID barriers to the ballot box 
so every eligible voter can cast a ballot that counts. We inform communities about ID 
laws, equip partner organizations to expand voting access, advocate for pro-voter 
policies, and provide free one-on-one help to individuals to secure an accepted form of 
ID to vote. 
 
Since 2012, VoteRiders has helped eligible voters across the country obtain the 
identification their state requires to vote. We also help voters to understand the voter ID 
rules where they live. That work gives us a direct, on-the-ground understanding of how 
ID requirements affect  voters in Ohio and across the country, and is why we respectfully 
oppose the substitute version of House Bill 472. 

Until recently, HB 472 was a bipartisan bill that would have waived ID and birth 
certificate fees for Ohioans experiencing homelessness. That is exactly the kind of 
barrier removal VoteRiders supports. The cost and difficulty of obtaining underlying 
documents and IDs is one of the most common obstacles faced by the voters we serve. 
The substitute bill disregards that laudable initiative and instead replaces it with a new 
electronic system that would make absentee voting much harder for many eligible 
Ohioans. 

Under the substitute bill, voters would need the technology to scan and upload a photo 
of their ID, or to print materials and mail them in. Many voters would have to provide 
additional credentials and even submit a short video of their own face to a new online 
portal. These steps assume a level of technology and internet access that many 
Ohioans do not have. Elderly voters are more likely to find this process challenging. 
Some voters have no reliable internet access at all. The bill does include exceptions for 
military, overseas, infirm, and incarcerated eligible voters, but the affirmation processes 
for those exceptions are lengthy and burdensome. 

The substitute bill also leaves critical questions unanswered. It does not explain how 
sensitive personal data–including photographs of IDs, passports, and/or videos of the 
voter's face–would be protected, who would have access to this data, or for how long it 
would be retained. It does not identify who would oversee a portal holding this highly 
sensitive information. It also does not provide a cost estimate for building or 
maintaining these systems, or for the security, staff training, voter education, and data 
retention they would require. 

A substitute bill of this scope–one that disregards the bill's original bipartisan purpose 
and establishes a complex new voting system in its place–deserves full public notice 
and substantial time for review and debate. Ohio voters deserve better, and Ohio's 
tradition of an open and transparent legislative process should be respected. 

http://voteriders.org


For these reasons, VoteRiders respectfully asks the Committee not to advance 
Substitute House Bill 472 in its current form, and to preserve the original bipartisan 
provisions that would remove ID and documentation barriers for Ohioans experiencing 
homelessness. 

Thank you for your time and for your commitment to accessible voting in Ohio. I am 
happy to answer any questions.  

Respectfully submitted,  

Lauren Kunis 
CEO & Executive Director 
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