Opponent Testimony on the Sub-Bill to HB 472 Ohio Senate General Government
Committee

Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the Committee — thank you for the
opportunity to provide opponent testimony on the sub-bill to HB 472.

I am writing in strong opposition to the proposed sub-bill because it fundamentally distorts
the purpose of HB 472 and weaponizes a vulnerable population for political gain. HB 472
began as a bipartisan, solutions-oriented effort to support Ohioans experiencing
homelessnhess — people who deserve stability, dignity, and a fair chance to rebuild their
lives. The sub-bill now before you abandons that mission.

By inserting a requirement for a photo ID to cast an absentee ballot, this sub-bill
transforms a homelessness support bill into a vehicle for voter suppression. This provision
has nothing to do with housing, services, or stability. Instead, it erects new barriers to the
ballot box for the very people HB 472 was designed to help.

Ohioans experiencing homelessness already face steep challenges: lack of transportation,
inconsistent access to documentation, and the daily struggle to meet basic needs. Adding
a photo ID requirement for absentee voting — a method many rely on because of instability
or lack of transportation — will reduce turnout and silence their voices. It punishes people
for their circumstances and undermines their constitutional right to participate in our
democracy.

This is not what HB 472 was created to do. The original bill reflected shared values:
compassion, problem-solving, and bipartisan commitment to addressing homelessness.
The sub-bill abandons those values and uses a vulnerable population as a political pawn.

| urge the Committee to reject the sub-bill and restore HB 472 to its original purpose.
Ohioans experiencing homelessness deserve support, not disenfranchisement. They
deserve legislation that helps them find stability — not legislation that rips away their
ability to vote.

Please protect the integrity of HB 472 and the rights of the people it was meant to serve. |
respectfully ask you to oppose the sub-bill.

-Shiloh Todorov, Columbus, OH



