
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, 

 

Thank you for allowing me to send in my written testimony today. My name is Douglas 
Debrick. I am now retired, but I have served as a foster parent, a Children services 
Caseworker, and a mental health counselor for the majority of my adult years. I come from 
a family of farmers and working-class people, along with having worked with low-income 
families and people with disabilities. So I know what a struggle it can be sometimes to get 
access to and use technology such as computers and scanners. And how diƯicult it can be 
to get to a polling place.  

I am strongly opposed to this legislation as amended. HB 472 was originally proposed to 
help people from that part of our society to be able to easily get ideas and to vote. The 
amendments to this legislation that would require mail-in voters to send a copy of their ID 
would make it more diƯicult for people who find it necessary to mail in their ballots to vote. 
Requiring a copy of the ID instead of only the number would require people to scan and 
print their ID. And since most people do not own a printer, they would have to pay for 
getting the printed copy made. That is if they could find a place where they could have it 
done.  Some would be reluctant to trust their ID and the information on it to the Post OƯice, 
since if stolen their identities could be stolen. So instead of making it easier for a segment 
of our population to vote, the amended legislation would put up roadblocks for a significant 
number of Ohio voters.   [basic bio about who you are]. I am [strongly / passionately / 
ardently / etc] opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. 

[Then tell them why! Make it short and sweet -  a few paragraphs is perfect. Tell a personal 
story. Or explain why your job experience gives you this perspective on the bill. Maybe cite 
some statistics or case studies to back up your claims] 

I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
committee before there is time to reflect on the bill and the proposed changes and how 
that coul restrict some Oho voters from being able to vote.   

Thank you for your attention to this matter,  

Douglas Debrick 
14 Tulane Road 
Athens, Ohio 45701 
dgdebrick@gmail.com 
 

 


