
Chair, Vice Chair, Ranking Member, and members of the committee, 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony regarding House Bill 472. 

My name is Rev. Joelle Henneman. I serve as a pastor at Church for All People in 
Columbus. Every day I work alongside people experiencing poverty, housing instability, 
disability, and other barriers that make navigating government systems difficult. I also 
serve communities that have historically faced exclusion from full participation in civic life. 

I am deeply concerned that portions of House Bill 472 will make it harder for eligible 
Ohioans to exercise their fundamental right to vote. 

The bill requires additional proof of citizenship documentation for voter registration and 
creates new documentation requirements when a person’s current legal name differs from 
the name on their citizenship documents.  While these provisions are presented as 
election security measures, they will create real barriers for real people. 

At Church for All People, we regularly encounter individuals who struggle to obtain or 
replace birth certificates, passports, and other identity documents. Many people 
experiencing homelessness have lost important paperwork. Many low-income Ohioans 
cannot easily afford replacement documents. Elderly voters may have records that are 
difficult to locate. Survivors of domestic violence may have complicated documentation 
histories. 

As a transgender woman, I am especially concerned about provisions that require 
additional documentation when a person’s legal name differs from citizenship records. 
Many transgender people have legally changed their names and have spent years updating 
records across multiple agencies. Requiring additional paperwork creates yet another 
hurdle for people who are already navigating complex bureaucratic systems. 

The right to vote should not depend on a person’s ability to locate decades-old documents, 
pay fees, take time off work, or successfully navigate complicated administrative 
requirements. The people most likely to be affected by these provisions are often the same 
people whose voices are already underrepresented in our democracy. 

I believe strongly in secure elections. Ohio already has numerous safeguards in place to 
ensure election integrity. What I do not support are policies that risk preventing eligible 
citizens from participating in our democracy in pursuit of solving a problem that has not 
been shown to exist at a meaningful scale. 

 



Voting is not merely a legal right. It is a matter of human dignity and belonging. When we 
place unnecessary obstacles between citizens and the ballot box, we weaken our 
democracy and exclude voices that deserve to be heard. 

I urge the committee to reject any provisions that would make it more difficult for eligible 
Ohioans to register and vote and to pursue policies that expand participation rather than 
restrict it. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

 

Rev Dr Joelle Henneman 
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