
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the 
Senate General Government Committee, 
 
Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Chris Johnson, age 48, from 
Columbus, Ohio. I am emphatically opposed to the changes being made to HB 472. 
 
Voting by mail is critical to making voting accessible to older and disabled people. I 
frequently help older adults navigate technological hurdles in their everyday life, 
including my mother, my 79 year old boss, and older folks in my church. I routinely see 
how seemingly simple tasks can become significant challenges for those who may not be 
technologically savvy or have mobility issues. 
 
Making a copy of your ID does not seem like much of a challenge, particularly for 
someone who works in an office with a photocopier. But consider what a home-bound 
senior needs. 
 

●​ You need access to a printer. That printer needs to have ink or toner and work. 
Printers, especially inkjets, are incredibly prone to any number of irritating 
issues: clogs, jams, inexplicable driver issues, etc. I frequently get calls from folks 
who need to print something in a hurry but need to troubleshoot some problem 
or another.  

●​ You need access to a scanner and to be able to use it. Some printers have them 
built-in, but not always. Scanners can be absurdly finicky too. 

●​ If you don’t have a printer and scanner at home, you’ll need to go somewhere 
else to make a copy. If you have limited mobility, that can be a significant 
challenge. 
 

If someone votes by mail in every election, they’d need to do this twice per year. This is a 
burden. It is not a significant burden for able-bodied, tech savvy people, but it can be for 
exactly those populations that absentee voting by mail is most important for. Has the 
committee identified any cases of voter fraud that this requirement would have 
stopped? Is it right to burden older and disabled voters for little if any benefit? 
 
I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
committee with this substitute language adding burdens to voting by mail. 

 


