
Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the Senate 
General Government Committee, 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to testify today. My name is Sara Petrie. I am the Co-Founder and 
Co-Host of United SHE Stands, a political platform dedicated to educating people about federal 
and local politics and empowering them to get involved. By day, I work as a Data Engineer at an 
IT consulting company. I care deeply about Ohio politics and about pushing our state forward in 
ways that genuinely improve the lives of the people who call it home. I am strongly opposed to 
the changes proposed in HB 472. 
 
Requiring photo ID for all mail-in ballots is voter suppression, plain and simple. My mother spent 
most of 2025 sick and was unable to leave the skilled nursing facility she lived in. She didn't 
make it to November, but if she had, absentee voting would have been her only option. Under 
this bill, that option would have come with barriers she almost certainly couldn't have cleared on 
her own. 
 
Let me walk you through what that would have actually looked like. First, someone would have 
needed to locate her physical photo ID. This is not always a given for someone in long-term 
care, where personal belongings can be misplaced or held by staff. Then, that ID would need to 
be scanned and a copy made. The skilled nursing facility my mother lived in was in Tallmadge. I 
live in Columbus, which is two and a half hours away. I don't own a scanner, and I can’t think of 
anyone in either city I could have called to borrow one. A library would have been the most 
realistic option. I would’ve had to make the drive to scan her ID to send in with her ballot. Yes, 
visiting her on this hypothetical trip is an option/perk, but that’s not the point. Then there's the 
question of whether my mother would have felt safe mailing a copy of her government-issued ID 
to an elections office. I imagine many people, especially older folks, are really uncomfortable 
with this. And all of that assumes she didn't simply give up the moment she heard how 
complicated it was to vote absentee. Knowing my mother, she would have said, “Screw it! I’m 
not voting.” 
 
This isn't a hypothetical edge case. There are thousands of Ohioans who are elderly, ill, or 
otherwise unable to navigate a process that’d make VOTING, of all things, harder for no good 
reason. 
 
I ask you to respect Ohio voters and the legislative process. Do NOT let HB 472 pass this 
committee in its current form. 
 
Thank you, 
Sara Petrie 


