Chair Roegner, Vice Chair Gavarone, Ranking Member Blackshear, and members of the
Senate General Government Committee,

Thank you for allowing me to testify today. My name is Mimi Plevin-Foust. | am a NE Ohio
voter, parent, and taxpayer who is deeply worried about the erosion of Ohioans’ voting
rights over the past few years. That’s why | am strongly opposed to the radical, last-minute
changes being made to HB 472, a formerly good bill to help low-income, unhoused
Ohioans vote.

The changes that have been piled onto this bill will practically wipe out all absentee voting
in Ohio, greatly disadvantaging our seniors, people without cars, and people with
disabilities, not to mention overseas and military voters. My 92-year-old motherisin
assisted living. She cannot walk. She has to use mail-in voting. Can she scan her ID to mail
in from her nursing home? No. Most of the people who use absentee voting don’t have
access to scanners or the money to pay for scanning an ID or the ability to go somewhere
to get that done. Furthermore, who will trust sending a scan of the ID with all of their most
personal information through the U.S. mail? | wouldn’t.

We already have the strictest voter ID laws in the nation. We are in the lowest ten states in
the level of inconvenience it takes to register and vote of all states in the country.

Why do you distrust Ohio voters so much that you constantly make it far more difficult for
us to do our civic duty? The statistics on voter fraud show that it only takes place .0001% of
the time, almost always due to errors, not malicious intent.

Please don’tinsult Ohio voters and the legislative process by rushing HB 472 through this
committee without any time for real consideration of its harmful effects.

Don’t bring this hasty, badly-conceived bill to a vote in the committee. Period.



